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WATCH LIST
EAST ASIA AND THE PACIFIC
THAILAND

Thailand remains on the Watch List in 2019. Thailand continues to make progress to irnplement
the 2016 Work Plan and address concerns raised as part of the bilateral U.S.-Thailand Trade and
Investment Framework Agreement (TIFA), and a subcommittee on enforcement against
intellectual property (IP) infringement, led by a Deputy Prime Minister, continues to convene.
This strong interest from the highest levels of the government hasg led to improved coordination
among government entities, as well as enhanced and sustained enforcement efforts to combat
counterfeit and pirated goods throughout the country. One particular focus of Thailand’s
enforcement efforts has been physical markets previously listed on the Office of the U.S. Trade
Representative’s Notorious Markets List. Thailand also continues to take steps to address backlogs
for patent and trademark applications, including significantly increasing the number of examiners
and preparing legislative amendments to streamline the patent registration process and reduce
patent backlog and pendency. Thailand has been building capacity and awareness since joining
the Madrid Protocol, making it easier for U.S. companies to apply for trademarks, and taking steps
lo address concerns regarding online piracy affecting the U.S. content industry. In addition,
Thailand also is considering draft amendments to the Patent Act to help prepare for accession to
the Hague Agreement. With respect to copyright legislation, Thailand amended the Copyright Act
to accede to the Marrakesh Treaty and is in the process of further amending this act to prepare for
accession to the World Intellectual Property Organization Internet Treaties. However, concerns
remain regarding the availability of counterfeit and pirated goods, both in physical markets and
online, and the United States urges Thailand to continue to improve on its provision of effective
and deterrent enforcement measures. In addition, the United States remains concerned about a
range of copyright-related issues. In particular, the United States urges Thailand to address
through amendments to the 2014 Copyright Act concerns expressed by the United States and other
foreign governments and stakeholders, including overly broad technological protection measure
exceptions and procedural obstacles to enforcement against unauthorized camcording. The United
States urges Thailand to address these issues in upcoming amendments to its Copyright Act. Other
US. concerns include a backlog in pending patent applications (particularly for pharmaceutical
applications), widespread use of umlicensed software in both the public and private sectors,
unauthorized collective management organizations, lengthy civil IP enforcement proceedings and
low civil damages, and extensive cable and satellite signal theft. U.S. right holders have also
expressed concerns regarding legislation that allows for content quota restrictions. The United
States also continues to encourage Thailand to provide an effective system for protecting against
the unfair commercial use, as well as unauthorized disclosure, of undisclosed test or other data
generated to obtain marketing approval for pharmaceutical and agricultural chemical products. In
addition, the United States urges Thailand to engage in a meaningful and transparent manner with
all relevant stakeholders, including IP owners, as it considers ways to address the country’s public
health challenges while maintaining a patent system that promotes innovation. The United States

looks forward to continuing to work with Thailand to address these and other issues through the
TIFA and other bilateral engagement. '-
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