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Annex 1

RECOMMENDATION OF THE CUSTOMS CO-OPERATION COUNCIL'
CONCERNING THE AMENDMENT OF THE . CONVENTION ESTABLISHING
A CUSTOMS CO-OPERATION COUNCIL

(30 June 2007)

THE CUSTOMS CO-OPERATION COUNCIL,

F{ECOGNIZING the increasingly significant role played by Customs or Economic Unions in
world affairs, and particulary in matters pertaining to trade,

NOTING that certain Customs or Economic Unions are active participants in the work of the
Organization,

ACKNOWLEDGING the legitimate desire of one Customs or Economic Union to place this
participation on a formal footing by becoming a Member of the Organization, and the
possibility that others may wish to do so in the future,

BEARING IN MIND that in order for a Customs or Economic Union to become a Member, an
amendment must be made to the Convention establishing a Customs Co-operation

Council,

BEARING IN MIND also the provisiohs of Article XX of the Convention establishing a
Customs Co-operation Council, concerning the amendment of that Convention,

RECOMMENDS to all Contracting Parties to the Convention establishing a Customs
Co-operation Council, the following amendments to that Convention :

Amend Article VIl (a) of the Convention to read as follows :

ARTICLE Vil

{a) With the exception of Customs or Economic Union Members, for which the
Council shall make specific provisions, each Member of the Council shall have one
vote except that a Member shall not have a vote on any guestion relating to the
interpretation, application or amendment of any of the Conventions referred to in
Article lli (d) which is in force and which does not apply to that Member.

' Customs Co-operation Council (CCC} is the official name of the World Customs Organization.

L]



insert a new sub-paragraph (d) in Article XVIil of the Convention, which will then read
as follows :

ARTICLE XVl

(a) The Government of any State which is not a signatory to the present Convention
may accede thereto as from 1 April 1951.

(b) Instruments of accession shall be deposited with the Belgian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, which shall notify all signatory and acceding Governments and the
Secretary General of each such deposit.

{c) The present Convention shall come into force for any acceding Government on
the deposit of its instrument of accession, but not before it comes into force in
accordance with paragraph (a) of Article XVII.

(d) Any Customs or Economic Union may become, in accordance with
paragraphs (a), (b) and (c) above, a Contracting Party to this Convention.
Any request from a Customs or Economic Union to become a Contracting
Party shall first be submitted to the Council for approval. - For the purposes
of this Convention, “Customs or Economic Union” means a Union
constituted by, and composed of, States which has competence to adopt
its own regulations that are binding on those States in respect of matters
governed by this Convention, and has competence to decide, in
accordance with its internal procedures, to accede to this Convention.

REQUESTS Contracting Parties to the Convention establishing a Customs Co-operation
Council which accept this Recommendation to notify the Belgian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, in writing, of their acceptance.



(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

Annex 2

EXTRACT FROM THE CONVENTION ESTABLISHING
A CUSTOMS CO-OPERATION COUNCIL

ARTICLE XX

The Council may recommend amendments to the present Convention to the
Contracting Parties.

Any Contracting Party accepting an amendment shall notify the Belgian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs in writing of its acceptance and the Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs
shall notify all signatory and acceding Governments and the Secretary General of the

receipt of the notice of acceptance. :

An amendment shall come into force three months after receipt by the Belgian Ministry

‘of Foreign Affairs of notice of acceptance by all the Contracting Parties. When any

amendment has been accepted by all the Contracting Parties the Belgian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs shall nofify all signatory and acceding Governments and the Secretary
General of such acceptance and of the date on which the amendment will come into

force.

‘After an amendment has come into force, no Government may ratify or accede to the

present Convention unless it also accepts the amendment.
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Established 1n 1952 as the Customs Ca-operation Couneil

( ) WORLD CUSTOMS ORGANIZATION
L/ ORGANISATION MONDIALE DES DOUANES

Créée en 1952 sous |z nom de Censell de woapérotion dovonjdre

oed

The Secretary General Mr. C. SETHAMETEEKUL, &3 oin KA. 1RudL 16252
Director General, §. #or.sL02408
. . m - walszmer Cust Department waune Sui 11-09-2550 10:35
07.5L-0249E giyunanisauilezen Il szme Lustoms bepanment, AESIER VS A ERRT 1T R B e
e Efﬁiq/y 13 no inistry of Finance, . 200700000111703
Fudt. i /0. M AN Sunthomkosa Road, Klong Toey,
-~ v BANGKOK 10110 - Thaflande.

Brussels, 3 September 2007.

Dear Director General,

A As | am sure you will recall, at its 108™/110™ Sessions, held in June of
this year, the Council adopited a Recommendation to amend the Council Convention
in order to enable Customs or Economic Unions te join the WCO. The amendments
in question will not enterintofdrce until all of the Contracting Parties to the

Convention have noified the Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs that they accept them.

If you were unable to attend the Council Sessions this year, or would
like to remind yourself of the details of the discussions on this somewhat complex
issue, please refer to paragraphs 153 to 184 of the Minutes of the Sessions, issued on

14 August as Doc. 5C0082. -

As noiifica_ztiongf acceptance of the amendments must be conveyed to
the Belgian Ministry:of Foreign Affairs by Governments, through diplomatic channels, |
have written fo your country’s Ambassador o Belgium, outlining the nature of the

- amendments and explaining the process for accepting them. A copy of my letter to

the Ambassador, including in particular a specimen Notice of Acceptance, is
enclosed.

| should be grateful if you would make every effort o encourage and .
assist your Government in this matter, in order fo expedite the process of acceptance
of the amendments. If you have any questions about the process, or require
additiona! information, please contact Alan Harrison at WCO Headquarters,
Tel. : 322 209 94 10, Fax : 32 2 209 92 92, e-mail : Alan.harrison @wcoomd.org

B Rue cu Marche, 30, 8- 1910 Bruxelles, Eelgique
« Teiephone: 3¢ (0)2209 92 11 « Fax 32 (;2209 92 92 » hito/Awww.weoomd.org
Rrcount-compte: Fortis bangue: 210-0475186-72 =



, At the Council Sessions next June, | am required to report on the progress
made towards the entry into force of the amendments. For that purpose, 1 will be
contacting you prior to those Sessions for news of the situation in your country with regard

to the acceptance of the amendments.

| know that | can rely upon your diligence and commitment in this matter.

Yours sincerely,

Michel Danet.



WORLD CUSTOMS ORGANIZATION

@ | ORGANISATION MONDIALE DES DOUANES

Established in 1952 as the Customs Co-operation Council
Créée en 1952 sous le nom de Conseil de coopération douaniére

The Secretary General

07.5L-0228t

-

Brussels, 3 September 2007.

Your Excellency,

| have the honour to inform Your Excellency that at its 109"/110" Sessions,
held in June of this year, the Council adopted a Recommendation conceming the -
amendment of the Convention establishing the Custorns Co-operation Council.! That
Recommendation, a copy of which is enclosed, concerns the amendment of two Articles of
thie Convention (Articles VIl and XVIII) in order to enable Customs or Economic Unions to
become Contracting Parties to the Convention and, thereby, to become Members of the
Qrganization.

: The procedure for amending the Convention is contained in Article XX
thereof, a copy of which is also enclosed. Under the terms of paragraph (a) of that Article,
the Council may recommend amendments to the Gonvention to the Contracting Parties.
As Your Government is a Contracting Parly to the Convention, | should be grateful if Your
Excellency would convey to Your Government the enclosed Recommendation concerning
the amendment of the Convention. :

If Your Government accepts the amendments recommended therein, it is
respectfully requested to notify the depositary of the Convention, in writing, of its
acceptance, as provided for in paragraph (b) of Article XX. Notifications should be
conveyed, through diplomatic channels, to the Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Servic

- public fédéral, Affaires étrangéres, Commerce extérieur et Coopération au '
développement, 15, rue des Petits Cammes, B-1000 Brussels. There is no compulsory
layout or content for the written nofification, but 1 énclose a specimen Notice of Acceptance

-which may prove helpful to Your Government. '

Under the terms of paragraph (c) of Article XX, the amendments will not
come into force until three months after the Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs has
- received notification of acceptance from all of the Contracting Parties to the Convention.
Therefore, | respectfully request that Your Government make every effort to expedite its
consideration of this matter. ' ’

ke

' Customs Co-operation Council (CCC) Is the official name of the World Customs Organization.

Rue du Morché, 30, 8-1210 Bruxelles, Belgique
» Téléphone +32 € 209 92 17« Fox +32 € 209 92 92 « hitp:lunsnu wioomd.org
fAccaunt-compte Fortls banque : 210-0475126-72 +



Any questions regarding the recommended amendments to the Convention,
or the procedure for accepting them, should be addressed to Mr. Alan Harrison, Executive
Officer, Office of the Secretary General, World Customs Organization, 30, rue du Marché,
B-1210, Brussels. Tel. : 322209 94 10, Fax: 322209 92 92,
email: Alan.harrison @wcoomd.orqg

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to Your Excellency the assurance

of my highest consideration.

Michel Danet.

Annex 1: Recommendation of the Customs Co-operation Council concerning the amendment of the
Convention establishing a Customs Co-operation Council

Annex 2 : Article XX of the Convention establishing a Customs Co-operation Council

Annex 3: Specimen Notice of Acceptance of the recommended amendments to the Convention
establishing a Customs Co-operation Council



Annex 1

HECOMMENDATION OF THE CUSTOMS CO-OPERATION COUNCIL'
CONCERNING THE AMENDMENT OF THE CONVENTION ESTABLISHING
A CUSTOMS CO-OPERATION COUNCIL

(30 June 2007)

THE CUSTGMS CO-OPERATION COUNCIL,

RECOGNIZING the increasingly significant role played by Customs or Economic Unions in
world affairs, and particularly in matters pertaining to trade,

NOTING that certain Customs or Economic Unions are active participants in the work of the
Organization, - ' . .

- ACKNOWLEDGING the legitimate desire of one Customs or Economic Union to place this
participation on a formal footing by becoming a Member of the Organization, and the
possibility that others may wish to do so in the future, '

BEARING IN MIND that in order for a Customs or Economic Union to become a Member, an
gmendment must be made to the Convention establishing a Customs Co-operation

Council,
BEARING IN MIND also the provisions of Article XX of the Convention establishing a
Customs Co-operation Council, concerning the amendment of that Convention,

RECOMMENDS to all Contracting Parties to the Convenﬁon establishing a Customs
Co-operation Council, the following amendments {0 that Convention :

Amend Article VIl (a) of the Convention .to read as follows :
ARTICLEVIHll

{a) With the exception of Customs or Economic Union Members, for which the
Council shall make specific provisions, each Member-of the Council shall have one
vote except that a Member shall not have a vote on any question relating to the
interpretation, application or amendment of any of the Conventions referred to in
Article Ill (d) which is in force and which does not apply to that Member,

! Customs Co-operation Council (CCC) is the official name of the World Customs Organization.

-



Inserf a new sub-paragraph (d) in Article XVili of the Convention, which will then read
as follows :

) ARTICLE XV

‘(a) The Government of any State which is not a signatory to the present Convention
may accede thereto as from 1 April 1951.

(b) fnstruments of accession shall be deposited with the Belgian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, which shall notify all signatory and acceding Governments and the
‘Secretary General of each such deposit.

(¢} The present Convention shall come into force for any acceding Government on
the deposit of its instrument of accession, but not before it comes into force in

accordance with paragraph {a) of Aricle XVII.

(d) AnyCustoms or Economic Union may become, in accordance with
paragraphs (a), (b} and (c) above, a Contracting Party to this Convention.
Any request from a Customs or Economic Union o become a Contracting
Party shall first be submitted to the Council for approval.- For the purposes
of this Convention, “Customs or Econcmic Union” means a Union
constituted by, and composed of, States which has competence to adopt
its own regulations that are binding on those States in respect of matters

. governed by this Convention, and has competence to decide, in

accordance with its internal procedures, to accede to this Convention.

REQUESTS Contracting Parties to the Convention establishing a Customs Co-operation
Council which accept this Recommendation to notify the Belgian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, in writing, of their acceptance.



(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Annex 2

EXTRACT FROM THE CONVENTION ESTABLISHING
A CUSTOMS CO-OPERATION COUNCIL

ARTICLE XX

The Council may recommend amendments to the present Convention to the
Contracting Parties.

Any Contracting Party accepting an amendment shall notify the Belgian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs in writing of its acceptance and the Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs
shall notify all signatory and acceding Governments and the Secretary General of the:
receipt of the notice of acceptance.

An amendment shall come into force three months after receipt by the Belgian Ministry

.of Foreign Affairs of notice of acceptance by all the Contracting Parties. When any

amendment has been accepted by all the Contracting Parties the Belgian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs shall notify all signatory and acceding Governments and the Secretary
General of such acceptance and of the date on which the amendment will come into

force.

‘After an amendment has come into force, no Government may ratify or accede to the

present Convention unless it also accepts the amendment.



Annex 3

~ SPECIMEN

NOTICE OF ACCEPTANCE
of the amendments to the Convention
establishing a Customs Co-operation Council
(concluded at Brussels on 15 December 1950)
_ recommended by the Council at its 108%/110"™ Sessions in June 2007

WHEREAS the Govemnment of ...... @f .......................... is a Contracting Party
to the Convention establishing a Customs Co-operation Gouncil, concluded at Brussels on the

fifteenth day of December, nineteen hundred and fifty;

WHE-REAS, on the thirtieth day of June, two thousand and seven, the Council recommended to the
Contracting Parties certain amendments to Article VIil and Article XVII! of the said Convention;

AND WHEREAS Atticle XX of the said Convention requires that any Cohtractlng Party accepting an
amendment thereto shall notify the Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs in wrmng of its

racceptance;
NOW THEREFORE the Government of
......................................... , having considered and approved the amendments to Article VIII

and Article XVIII of the sald Convention which were recommended by the Council, do hereby
formaliy accept those amendments.

(N WITNESS WHEREOF |, ..vvveeeecocseeneceneee e eee s s S

VIS T fO0 oeeeneeieeinseerarrnsssrasasssesassssssssessamessmesnnesnnnsinsssesssesmssersensansnsabatssiontsnnsnenransnemnsnnasmaserranseinssassse

have signed this Notice of Acceptance and have affixed thereto the Seal of my Office.

(Seal)

.............................................................................
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KINGDOM OF BELGIUM

ﬁ Royal Embassy in Bangkok

The Royal Embassy of Belgium in Bangkok presents its compliments to the
Department of Treaties and Legal Affairs of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the

Kingdom of Thailand and has the honour to refer to the Convention establishing a
Customs Co-operation Council

The Royal Embassy of Belgium hercby wishes to inform the Department of Treaties
and Legal Affairs of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, thatin June 2007, during the 109™
and 110% sessions, the Council has adopted an Amendment in the Convendon
establishing a Customs Co-operation Council. Contracting Partics to the Convention
establishing 2 Customs Co-operation Council which accept this Recommendation are
requested to notify the Belgian Ministuy of Foreign Affairs, Treaty Department, in
writing, of their acceprance.

One certified copy of this Amendment is annexed to this verbal note.

The Royal Embassy of Belgium in Bangkok avails itself of this opportunity to rencw 1o
the Department of Treaties and Legal Affairs of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Kingdom of Thailand the assurances of its highest consideration.

L).’.OOB

Bangkok, 23 Jan

Department of Treaties and Legal Affairs
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Thailand
Bangkok

TEL, +668 2 €759 54 54 175 Sqouth S5athorn Rond, 1¥" floor » 310120 Bangkok
Fax, +68 2 679 54 67 Opaning Hours » 08;00-12:00 snd 13:00-16:00 (Mon-Fri}
E-MalL: Bangkok@dlplobel.be . Consular Section » 08:15-11:30 {Mon-Fri) |
weB: http://www.diplomatie.be/bangkok w '
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RECOMMENDATION OF THE CUSTOMS CO-OPERATION COUNCIL'
CONCERNING THE AMENDMENT OF THE CONVENTION ESTABLISHING
A CUSTOMS CO-OPERATION COUNCIL :

(30 June 2007)

THE CUSTOMS CO-OPERATION COUNCIL,

RECOGNIZING the Increasingly significant role played by Customs or Economic Unions
in world affairs, and particularly n matters pertaining to trade,

NOTING that certain Customs or Economic Unions are active participants in the work of
the Organization, )

ACKNOWLEDGING the legitimate desire of ane Customs or Economic Union to place
this particlpation on a formal footing by becoming a Member of the Organization,
and tha possibllity that others may wish to do so in the future,

BEARING IN MIND that in order for a Customs or Economic Unlon to becomea a
Member, an amendment must be made to the Convention establishing a Customs

Ceo-operation Council,

BEARING iN MIND also the provisions of Article XX of the Convention establishing a
Customs Co-operation Council, conceming the amendment of that Convention,

RECOMMENDS to all Contracting Pariles to the Convantlon estabiishing a Customs
Co-operation Council, ths following amendments to that Convention :

' Customs Co-operation Council (CCC) is the ofticial name of the World Custorms Organization,
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Amend Article VIil (a} of the Convention lo read as follows :
ARTICLE Vill

(a) With the exception of Customs or Economic tinlon Members, for which the
Councll shall make speclfic provisions, each Member of the Council shall have
one vote except that a Member shall not have a vote on any question relating to
the interpretation, applicatior: or amendment of any of the Conventions referred to

In
Adticte 111 (@) which is In force and which does not apply to that Member.

Insert a new sub-paragraph (d) in Article XVill of the Convention, which will then read
as follows :

ARTICLE XVl

(a) The Govermment of any State which Is not a signatory to the prasent
Convention may accede thereto as from 1 April 1951,

{b) Instrumants of accessian shall be deposited with the Beigian Ministry of
Fareign Affairs, which shall notify all signatory and acceding Governments
and the Sacretary General of each such deposit.

{c} The present Conventlon shall come into force for any acceding Governmént
on the dapasit of its instrument of accession, but not befors It comes into
force In accordance with paragraph (a) of Article XVII.

{d) Any Customs or Economic Union may becomae, In accardance with
paragraphs {a), {b) and {c) abovs, a Contracting Party to thls
Conventlon. Any request from a Customs or Economic Unlon to
become a Contracting Party shall first be submitted to the Councll for
approval. For the purpases of this Convention, “Customs or Economlc
Unlon” means a Unlon constitutad by, and composed of, States which
has competence to adopt its own regulations that are binding on those
States in respact of matters governed by this Convention, and has
competencs to declde, In accordance with its internal procedures, to

accada to this Convention.

REQUESTS Contracting Parties to the Convention establlshing a Customs Co-operation
Council which accept this Racommendation to notify the Belglan Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, In writing, of their acceptance.

(Rufia1 5357)
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AMENDMENT OF THE CONVENTION ESTABLISHING
A CUSTOMS CO-OPERATION COUNCIL

Amend Article VIII (a) of the Convention to read as follows:

1 . ARTICLE VIII (a) of the Convention is hereby amended as follows:

(a) With the exception of Customs or Economic Union Members, for which
the Council shall make specific provisions, each Member of the Council
shall have one vote except that a Member shall not have a vote on any
question relating to the interpretation, application or amendment of any
of the Conventions referred to in Article IIT (d} which is in force and
which does not apply to that Member.

2 . After ARTICLE XVIII {¢) of the Convention, a new sub-paragraph (d) is

ingerted reading as follows:
(@ Any Customs or Economic Union may become, in accordance with

paragraphs (a), (b) and (c) above, a Contracting Party to this Convention.
Any request from a Customs or Economic Union to become a Contracting
Party shall first be submitted to the Council for approval. For the
purposes of this Convention, “Customs or Economic Union” means a
Union constituted by, and composed of, States which has competence to
adopt its own regulations that are binding on those States in respect of
matters governed by this Convention, and has competence to decide, in
accordance with its internal procedures, to accede to this Convention.
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