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MODALITY FOR THE ELIMINATION OF NTBs

NOTIFICATION OF NTMs

1. Member Countries are to fully comply with the provisions of the Protocol on
Notification Procedures, by notifying the AFTA Council of any newly introduced
measures. Upon notification, the CCCA shall undertake review of these newly

introduced measures.

IDENTIFICATION OF NTBs AND NEGOTIATIONS OF THEIR ELIMINATION

2. Member Countries shall undertake negotiations on the identification and
elimination of NTBs at the CCCA. Should bilateral consultations take place for this
purpose, the CCCA shall be duly notified of the outcomes of such bilateral
consultations. The outcome of the bilateral consultations would be extended to

Member Countries on an MFN basis.

3. Member Countries are to continuously review their own NTMs and those of
other Member Countries for the identification of those that are NTBs and the
negotiations of their elimination.

ELIMINATION OF NTBs

4, The following shall be observed in the elimination of NTBs:

el

(a8) With regard to automatic import licensing, Member Countries shouid commit to
fully comply with the WTO Agreement on Import Licensing Procedures (ILPs). Any
notification made to the WTO should be extended to Member Countries. Lao PDR,
which is not yet a WTO member, is also to undertake a similar obligation by notifying
the ASEAN Secretariat of her ILPs making use of the questionnaire endorsed by

CCCA.

(b) Quantitative Restrictions (QRs), except for Tariff Rates Quotas (TRQs), should be
eliminated in accordance with the Articie 5(a) of the CEPT Agreement. TRQs and
other NTBs shall be eliminated in three tranches in accordance to the work
programme on the elimination of NTBs as endorsed by the 20™ AFTA Council.

(c) The elimination of QRs and all other NTBs for products under Sensitive List and
Highly Sensitive List shall follow the timeline provided in Article IV and V of the
Protocol on the Special Arrangement for Sensitive and Highly Sensitive Products

signed in 1999.

(d) Member Countries are to identify elements in non-automatic licensing that are
impeding trade, with a view to remove such barriers, and to the extent possible

work towards automatic licensing.
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CONFIDENTIAL
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. REPORT OF THE
'FIFTEENTH MEETING OF THE AFTA COUNCIL
14 September 2001, Ha Noi, Viet Nam

INTRODUCTION

i.

The Flfteenth Meeting of the AFTA Council was held on 14 September 2001 n Ha

Not, Viet Nam.

2.

Nam.

The Meeting was attended by:
. ! '
(a) H.E. Mr. Nguyen Sinh Hung, Minister of Finance Viet Nam;

(b) H.E. Pehin Dato Abdul Rahman Taib, Minister of Industry and anary
‘Resources, Brunei Darussalam;

(¢) HE. Mr ‘Kong Vibol, Secretary of State of Economy, and Finance,
Cambodia; '

{d) HE Ms. Rini M. §. Socoewandi, Minister for Industry and Trade,
‘Indonesia;

: : !
(e) ~ H.E.Mr. Liane Thikeo, Deputy Minister of Finance, Lao PDR;

(H HE. Dato’ Seri Rafidah Aziz, Minister of International Trade and
Industry, Malaysia; : .

(g)  H.E. Brig. Gen. David O. Abel, Minister at the Office of the Chamnan of
the State Peace and Development C ouncﬂ Myanmar;

(h) H.E. Dr. Thomas G. Aquino, Under Secretary of Trade and Industry,
Phlllppmcs

1

(i) H.E. B.G. (NS) George Yeo, Minister for Trade and Industry, Smg,aporc
(i) = H.E. Mr. Suchart Jaovisidha, Deputy Minister of Finance, Thai]and; and

(k) H.E. Mr. Rodolfo C. Severino Jr., Secretary-General of ASEAN.

The List of Delegates appears as ANNEX 1.

The Meeting was chaired by H.E. Mr. Nguyen Sinh Hung, Minister of Finance, Viet



Transfer of Sugar from the TEL-UAP into the Sensitive/Highly Sensitive List

49,  The Meceting 1ccalled that during the 14" AFTA Council, Indonesia indicated her
intention to transfer her sugar from the TEL UAP 'to the Highly Sensitive List while the
Philippines intended to transfer her sugar from the TEL UAP to the Sensitive List.

50. The Meeting noted that Indonesia and the Philippines had submiitted written requests
to transfer sugar from the TEL to the Highly Sensitive List and Sensitive List, respectively
which jointly appears as ANNEX 11. = :

b

51.  The Meeting agreed in principle to the requests of Indonesia and the Philippines to

transfer sugar from the TEL-UAP to the Highfy Sensitive List and Sensitive List respectively.

. The Meeting recognised Thailand’s concerns as the largest supplier of sugar in ASEAN. The
Meeting also recognised that these requests should have been subjected to prior and intensive

SEOM examination, and that this will not set a precedent for the future. In light of this, the

Meeting instructed SEOM to take Thailand's interest (in respect to its sugar sector mnto .

account in the operationalisation of this decision.

3.7 STANDARDS AND CONFORMITY ASSESSMENT
Mutual Recognition Arrangements (MRAs)

52.  The Meeting noted that the activities on Standards and Conformity Assessmeit have
focussed on the implementation of the ASEAN Framework Agreement on Mutual
Recognition Arrangements (MRAS) and harmonization of product standadrds to ﬁuhlale intra
and extra-ASEAN trade.

53. The Meeting recalled that the 32nd AEM had endorsed the re'commendaiion‘ to
embark on an ASEAN Sectoral MRA for Electrical and Llectronic Equipment, which is
' currently the most impmt’ export' sector of ASEAN and is widely. traded among Member
\.ULlllLlibb The lVU'\J‘\ 15 t:xpcucu o avuid unnecessary dupneauun of leEb of electrical and
electronic cqmpmem which will represent important cost savings for manufacturers and

traders in the region.

54.  The Mecting considered and endorsed the final draft for the signature of the ASEAN
Economic Ministers at the 7" ASEAN Summit in Brunei Darussalam in November 2001, The

MRA appears as ANNEX 12,

55. The Meeting welcomed the endorsement of the MRA for Telecommunications
Equipment by the ASEAN Telecommunications Ministers (TELMIN) at their First Meeting
held on 13-14 July 2001 in Kuala Lumpur TELMIN. -

56. ~ The Meeting noted 'the progress made in the other sectors, namely cosmetics,
pharmaceuticals and prepared foodstuff, and urged the respective sectqrs to expedite the
negotiations for MRAs, its carly signing and implementalion. | |

38 '"YEAR 2002 CEPT PACKAGE

57 'The Mecting considered the year 2002 CEP'T Package and noted the changes from the
aceeleraled tartlT jeduction to 0-5% based on the Bold Measures and the transfer of TLL-



