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3" Southeast Aéia Water Forum

@ nd th
5:1SE ASIA 22" to 26 October 2007
I\:AOARTUEA& Putra World Trade Centre, Kuala Lumpur

PUTRAJAYA MINISTERIAL DECLARATION 2997

On

"Effective Implementation of Integrated Water
Resources Management in Southeast Asia"

We, the Ministers responsible for water resources from Brunei
Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar,
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Viet Nam have gathered in
Putrajaya, Malaysia on 27" October, 2007 for the 3™ Southeast Asia
Ministerial Meeting on Managing Water Resources and have,

Recalling the Declarations we have made:

(a) To adopt Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM)
guidelines for water resources management at the 1 Ministerial
Meeting at Chiang Mai, Thailand on 21% November, 2003, and

(b) To endeavour to develop concrete policies and programs to
support the implementation of IWRM in South East Asia at the 2™
Ministerial Meeting at Bali, Indonesia on 3™ September, 2005:

- Recognising the potential social, economic, financial, political,
technical problems including challenges and impacts of climate change
that could be faced during the implementation of IWRM

CONCERNED that these problems could weaken the effectiveness of
existing and future -efforts at national, regional and international levels
to reduce poverty, increase food security, provision of adequate access
to safe and affordable drinking water and sanitation facilities for ali,

1



environmental Improvements, water  sources  preservation,
mainitenance of ciean freshwater and groundwater in river basins with
corresponding coastal waters, enrichment of biodiversity and natural
resource productivities, the need to develop measures to adapt to
climate change; and

Recognizing;

1) That - “Water Resources” is a finite natural resource essential for
the well-being of both human society and the natural
ecosystems, and in this regard it has to be managed effectively
and efficiently to ensure equitable and fair use of water for both
human and nature;

2) That - There is a need for a paradigm_shift_in_the_traditional
sectoral management approach to water resources, which focus
only on sectoral objectives, towards a more integrated manner of
management of water resources;

3) That — The practical implementation of the “IWRM" paradigm
requires concerted efforts to adopt, where appropriate, a policy
that stakeholder participation shall be an integral part of all water
management projects;

4) That - Where appropriate, to review the existing sectoral water
management institutional structures and processes to incorporate
explicitly the participation of all stakeholders;

5) That — Where appropriate, to review the existing water resources
legisiation especially in the area where it is lacking;

6) That —~Where appropriate, to strengthen the capacity building
associated with water resources management

7) That — Where appropriate, to establish an Institution in water
resources management o

8) That - The strength of the ASEAN framework is its mechanism to
harness all stakeholders and resources in the region to
strengthen and integrate the management of water resources
and water related sectors. '



-y recoghnition-of the above facts = We, the Ministers responsible*for-+—

water resources from Southeast Asian countries shall endeavour to
consolidate our actions towards effective implementation of IWRM in
our respective countries by:

(a) Reaffirming our adoption of the IWRM Guidelines that was
declared at the 1% Ministerial Meeting at Chiang Mai,
Thailand in 2003,

(b) Reaffirming our commitment to develop a concrete set of
policies and programs to support our respective countries
IWRM agenda as declared at the 2" Ministerial Meeting at
Bali, Indonesia in 2005;

(c) Consolidating our efforts towards effective implementation
of the Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM)
nationally, regionally and internationally through the
creation of an appropriate enabling environment,
institutional arrangements and management instruments;

(d) Developing our respective national IWRM implementation
framework, through a systematic review of the existing
water management institutional structures and processes
so as to incorporate explicitly the participation of all
stakeholders;

(e) Strengthening the legislative and administrative systems to
enable water resources to be managed effectively;

(f) Promoting and strengthening the process of capacity
building and human resources development to implement
integrated water resources management;

(g) -Encouraging the involvement of all stakeholders in the
decision-making process with emphasis on gender roles,
and good management of water;

(h) Organizing biennial regional water forum to create
awareness and to exchange information among all
stakeholders at national, regional and international levels.



We take note of the Recommendations “of the 3" Southeast Asia
Water Forum and we express our deepest gratitude to the people and
government of Malaysia for their generous hospitality and excellent
arrangements made for the 3 Southeast Asia Ministerial Meeting on
Managing Water Resources in Putrajaya, Malaysia.
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Malaysia
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MYANMAR Mr |H. E. UTin Latt Ambassador Embassy of Myanmar
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Mr | Chiew Choon Peng Assistant Director Water Supply (Network) Dept, PUB
Mr | Ngaim Hai Guan Deputy Director Policy & Planning Dept, PUB
Mr | Goh Wee Kiat Engineer Catchrent & Waterways Dept, PUB
THANLAND Mr | Dr. Saksit Tridech Permanent Secretary Ministry of Natural Resources &
: Environment, Thailand
-~ f=Mr-1 Nitat Poovatanakul Deputy Director General Departmentof Water Resources
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RECOMMENDATIONS

The Third Southeast Asia Water Forum, Kuala Lumpur by all the Conveners and
the Technical Committee Members
(agreed and endorsed on the 26" of October, 2007)

L. Background

The Third Southeast Asia (SEA) Water Forum is a biennial event held in Kuala Lumpur
attended by participants from 18 countries with the cooperation of international
organizations. The Second SEA Water Forum was held in Bali (2005) and the First was
held in Chiang Mai (2003). This SEA Water Forum indicates the commitment by all
stakeholders to move IWRM forward in SEA region.

The theme of this forum is “Consolidating Actions Towards Effective Implementation of
Integrated Water Resources Management: What Have We Done? What More Shall We
Do?” The outputs from this forum are expected to be tabled to the Southeast Asia
Ministerial Meeting in Putrajaya on 27" October 2007. The endorsed outputs are
expected to be discussed at the First Asia Pacific Water Summit in December 2007 to be
held in Japan. Significant progress have been made by a few countries in the region, in
carrying out legislative and institutional reforms to implement Integrated Water
Resources Management (IWRM).

There are four thematic parallel sessions in the Third SEA Water Forum, They are:

A: Network partnership for implementation

B: Urban water management

C: Monitoring investments and results

D: Sustainable water resources and river basin management issues.

- The Conveners’ Summaries are given in Appendix I. The Technical Committee Summary
for the whole forum is given in Appendix II. The key messages of Theme A, B and C are
given below.



It

Key issues for ASEAN leaders to consider

A: Network partnership for implementation

l.

ol

Water as Ecosystems Goods and Services: Water issues need to receive more
altention in national economic and social development policy and planning. The
multiple development assets of water assets should be considered via ecosystem
approaches linking the waters in rivers, wetlands, soils and underground aquifers
as well as coastal zones.

Water, Energy and Climate Change is emerging as a political priority with
important links to water management. In Southeast Asia, the vulnerability of
society to likely impact from melting glaciers in Himalaya, increasing climate
vartability as well as sea-level rise will be a key adaptation issue.

Information Technology in Water Management is an acknowledged tool to
improve geographical information systems and mathematical models for analysis
of water management data. However, the much wider potential of information
technology and its full potential has not yet been exploited via such approaches as
weblogs, Wikipedia, strategy games, Open Source Community approaches, etc.

B: Urban water management

1.
2.

(8]

Rapid urbanisation in SEA is putting pressure on water supply and sanitation.
Performance of water utility companies/service providers, be they public or
private, could not satisfy the needs of the users, and hence they need to be
strengthened.

Urban planning by local governments/municipalities often is deficient, as urban
settlements are established without prior proper planning to set up water,
sanitation and other infrastructure.

C: Monitoring investments and results

1.

The various experiences at the country and regional levels discussed at the Third
South-East Asia Water Forum pointed to the urgent needs to improve effective
policies for monitoring of investment and results and to develop integrated
mechanisms in most of developing countries for better policy and decision
making, as required by the prevailing rapid socio-economic growth in the region.
This fact is reflected in the gaps of effective linkage of monitoring data to socio-
economic decision making; gaps in linking water resources management
monitoring to decentralization process; gaps in the legal framework for effective
monitoring; and gaps in effective resources allocation. This fact also led
difficulties in embarking on major improvement in the software for water
resources management.



2. The participants recognized that water resources management issues and actions

III.

taken to deal with them are mainly at the local level, past regional efforts usually
faced with difficulties in bringing countries together, unless they aimed at the
common goals such as MDGS on water. For this result, further national efforts
on monitoring of investment and results were recognized as important measures
to help bring Governments, financing institutions and international
organizations together to hopefully achieve selected common goals. For this
reason, the participants recommended further regional efforts be made to link
findings of national efforts on monitoring of investment and results in water
resources management to priority issues of the region, such as water and climate
change, water and food security and water and nature.

Key messages for ASEAN leaders to consider for action

A: Network partnership for implementation

1.

Expand and prioritize efforts to collect, disseminate and learn from innovative
experiences from the region’s rapidly increasing national responses to the above
emerging water issues

South-South cooperation networks and partnerships should be strengthened to
ensure stability and sustained impacts of the ongoing regional networks and
partnerships. This requires improved linkages and collaboration with the formal
ASEAN water institutions.

There is a need to provide support and develop the ways and means to promote
more robust, systematic and cohesive collaboration among water-related
networks in the SEA region. Such a “network of networks” should focus on
strengthening development and implementation of water management innovations
in the region.

B: Urban water management

1.

Governments should provide leadership and the enabling policy and conditions -
such as providing autonomy, accountability and sound regulation to help utilities
and local governments, small or large, adopt innovative ways of serving their

community’s water and sanitation needs. Ultilities need to practise benchmarking, . = .

and to set tariffs high enough to cover operational and capital expenses. Also,
twinning of stronger with weaker utilities should be encouraged.

The human value-based water, sanitation and hygiene education should become
part of the school curriculum. The children and youth should appreciate the value
of water to avoid waste and luxury consumption. Children and youth could be
instrumental in promoting attitudinal changes.

Other useful tools could be to appoint water champions to honour exemplary
achievements of individuals, for others to emulate their examples.



4.

Civil society should be made aware of their part of responsibility with regard to
conservation, and their need to accept cost recovery to ensure sustainability of
utility services.

C: Monitoring investments and results

1.

2.

Create knowledge hubs in water supply system, ecosystem management,
irrigation moderation, water related disaster management IWRM.

Convene a ministerial conference on monitoring investment and results with
special attention on water and climate change; water and food security; and water
nature.

Expand current framework of sub-regional Ministerial Conference on Water in
Southeast Asia to link to similar initiatives in other sub-regional towards the
development of a Council of Ministers on Water Resources for Asia-Pacific.
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