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MINISTRY OF TRADE
SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM

Ita Noi, 23" April 2007
Distinguished AEM Colleagues
Viv: Recognizing the full market economy status of Viet Nam

With active supports of ASEAN Member Countries, Viet Num has officiadly
beeome o Member of the World Trade Organization {(WTO) since 1Y January
2007. Once again, on behalf of the Government of Viet Nam, | would like to
express sincere thanks for valuable support that ASEAN Member Countries and
Your Lixcelleney in particular have exiended to us m the process of negotiation
for W1T'O mcmbership.

Owr oflieral accession to the WO with comprehensive commitments and jal
compliance to trade liberalization principles of this organization have proved the
full market status of the economy in Viet Nam. [However, as Your Lixcellencey
may hive known, some WEFQ members purposely insisted on out-dited approach
through hrrational requests and refusing market economy status of Viet Nam, as
they did 1o People’s Republic of China. That is a clear evidence of the so-call
“double standard™ which has been existing now in WTO accession negotiations,

On the vccasion of the 13% AEM Retreat in Brunei. 3 May 2007, 1 would like
propose ASEAN Muewmber Countrics o officially recognize tull market ceconomy
status of Viel Nam and agree not o apply Paragraph 253 of the Report of the
Working Party on the Accession of Viet Nam into the WTO, in trade relation
with Viet Nam. | am confident that our active participation and contribution in
trade tiberalization, cecononyic cooperation schemes of ASEAN since our joining
in 1995 now have confirmed market cconomy status in Viet Nam. Also, |
strongly believe that the above proposal deserves supports from Your Bxecllency
since it i consistent with ASEAN’s posttion as reflected in our decision o
recognize market cconomy status of China in 2004.



L am looking forward to recetving Your Excellency’s positive responses in BBrunei
and hope that Your Excellency will instruct Senior Economic Officials (SEOM)
to work on appropriate expression of our decision in the Media Statement and
Official Report of the ABENM Retreat Mecting,

I thank vou very miach tor vour cooperation

Ed
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LIST OF AEM MINISTERS

HLE. Mrd.im Jock Seng

Second Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade

International Convention Cenre

Berakas BR3910

Brunct Darussalam

Tel: +673 238 3374, Fax: +673 238 4099

H.E. Mre. Cham Prasidh

Senior Minister and Minister of Commerce
Ministry of Commerce

20 A-B Preabh Noradom 3ivd,

Phpom Penh

Kingdom of Cambodia

Tel; 83523-426396, Fax: 85523-213285%

ILE. Madam Mari Elka Pangestu
Minister of Trade

Mimistry of Trade

HLALL Ridwar Rais No.s

fakarta, Indonesia

Tel: 6221 3848667, Fax: 6221 3840106

.- H.E. Dr. Nam Viyaketh

Minister of Industry and Commerce
Ministry of Industry and Cormerce
Phonesay Road, Vientiane

Lao PDR

Tel: 85621413 002, Fax: 85621 413932

LLE. Dato® Seri Rafidah Aziz

Minister of International Trade and Indusiry
Ministry of International Trade and Industry
14™ Floor 10 Government Offices Complex
Jalan Duta, 30622 Kuala Lumpur

Malaysia

Tel: 603 6201 8630, Fax: 603 6203 1301

6.

8.

9

10.

H.E. . Soe Tha

- Ministry of National Planning and Economic

Development
Myanmar
Fax: 931 254961

ILE. Mr. Peter B. Favila
Seeretary of Trade and Industry
Department of Trade and Industry
Philippines

Fax: 632 7513258, 7513262

[LE. Mr.Lim Hapg Kiang

Minister for Trade and Industry
Ministry of Trade and Industry

100 High Street #09-01, The Treasury
Singapore 179434

Fax: 65 63347113

H.E. Mr. Krirk-Krai Jirapact
Minister of Commerce
Ministry of Commercee

Bangkrasor, Amphoer Muang, Nonthaburi 11040

Thatand
Fax: 062-347-3650

ILE. Mr. Ong Keng Yong
Secrctary-General of ASEAN.
ASEAN Secretariat

T0A 31 Sisingamangaraja
Jakarta 12110, Indonesia

Fax: 6221 739 8234



