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(DRAFT)
MUTUAL RECOGNITION ARRANGEMENT
ON
THE QUALITY CONTROL AND HYGIENE SAFETY OF THE
IMPORTED
AND EXPORTED FISH AND FISHERY PRODUCTS
BETWEEN
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND COOPERATIVES
OF THE KINGDOM OF THAILAND
AND
THE MINISTRY OF MARITIME AFFAIRS AND FISHERIES
OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA

THE MINISTRY OF MARITIME AFFAIRS AND FISHERIES OF THE
REPUBLIC OF KOREA AND THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND
COOPERATIVES OF THE KINGDOM OF THAILAND

DESIRING to strengthen mutual cooperation on quality control and hygiene
safety of fish and fishery products between the two countries;

INTENDING to improve efficiencies, and where possible, to reduce duplication
in fish and fishery products inspection and control systems of the two countries; and

RECALLING the principles in the WTO Agrcement on Sanitary and
Phytosanitary Measures to protect the life and health of the human beings and animals
and protect the consumers and the environment, and agreeing to cooperate in the
application of SPS measures according to the principles of the WTO/SPS Agreement;

HAVE AGREED as follows:

Article 1

Objective
Both sides shall promote cooperation in the fields of quality control and hygiene safety of
fish and fishery products in accordance with the relevant laws and regulations of both
countries on the principles of mutual benefit.



) Article 2
Cooperation Fields

Both sides shall cooperate through, inter alia, the following:

(a)
(b)

(c)

(d)

Ensuring hygiene and safety of the fish and fishery products that either side
exports to the other side;

Exchanging information on the laws, regulations, technical standards and their
enactment, revision and enforcement related to the hygiene and safety of fish and
fishery products;

Enabling visits to the country of the other side by officials and experts of either
side to facilitate the exchange of information and knowledge on the inspection of
fish and fishery products;

Any other form of technical cooperation as mutually agreed by both sides.

Article 3
Application

The Asrangement shall apply to the following fish and fishery products for human
consumptiorn:

(a)
(b)

(a)

(b

©

Raw aquatic animals including living aquatic animals.

Aquatic animals that were processed through cutting, heating, cooking, drying,
salting or brining, smoking, chilling, and freezing (without using the food
additives or other raw materials except for edible salt), however, the original form
of these products is distinguishable from exterior features.

Article 4
Operation

Fish and fishery products to be exported to the other side shall be produced by the
fishery processing establishments registered with inspection agencies of the
exporting country. The exporting country shall provide the list of registered
fishery processing establishments to the importing country. The Inspection
Agency of the exporting country shall ensure that the establishments meet the
hygiene and safety standards of the importing country. If the list of registered
fishery processing establishments is approved by the importing country, hygiene
inspection procedures including inspection ratio of imported fishery products
from those registered establishments may be reduced.

The Inspection Agency of the exporting country shall inspect the hygiene
conditions of its registered processing establishments on a regular basis and keep
record of the results so as to ensure that the hygiene safety standards of the
importing country are duly met.

The importing country may conduct random inspection of the exporting country’s
processing establishments that have registered to export its products to the other
side in order to assure the implementation of this Arrangement.



(d)  Each side shall periodically inform the other side of the details {(name, address and
approval number) of the registered fishery processing establishments which
export fish and fishery products to the other side, and provide the other side with
the information on those establishments which are suspended from exporting fish
and fishery products to the other side due to non-compliance with the regulations
on quality and safety control.

Article 5
Information

Information such as the product name, country name, the name and registration code of
the processing establishments shall be printed or marked on packages of ﬁsh and fishery
products of the exporting country in indelible manner.

Article 6
Issuance of Inspection Certificate

Each consignment of fish and fishery products exported to the other side shall be
accompanied with inspection certificate issued by the Inspection Agency of the exporting
country to ensure that the bacteria, substances toxic/harmful to human health, or foreign
materials as defined by the importing country, are not included in the fish and fishery
products.

Article 7
Notification Procedure

(a) Provided that hygiene and safety problem is found in fish and fishery products
imported from the registered establishments, the importing country shall
immediately notify the exporting country of situation and information for the
exporting country to investigate the causes of the problem in order to prevent
recurrence of such an incident. In this regard, the importing side may temporarily
suspend import of the fish and fishery products produced, processed and packaged
at the same establishments until the problem is completely resolved.

(b) The exporting country shall have the obligation to review inspection, testing,
certification and approval procedure of the exporting shipment, and respond to the
notice by reporting the investigation results and the causes of the problem. If any
side requests to jointly check the report, the other side should accept the request
provided that the request complies with relevant international obligations.



Article 8
Contact Points

Both side agreed to establish the following direct contact points for the administrative
procedure, information sharing, and so on. For the purpose of this paragraph, contact
point mean:

(a) The Fisheries Policy Bureau of the Ministry of Maritime Affairs and Fisheries, for

the Republic of Korea, and
(b National Bureau of Agricultural Commodity and Food Standards of the Ministry
of Agriculture and Cooperatives for the Kingdom of Thailand.

Article 9
Working Group

Both sides shall, whenever necessary, hold a Working Group meeting to deal with issues
related to quality control and hygine safety of fish and fishery products for facilitaing
trade and protecting human health through mutual cooperation and bilateral consultation.

-Article 10
Inspection Body

(a) The inspection and issuance of the Inspection Certificate on the exported and
imported fish and fishery products of either side shall be done by the following
agencies:

(1) The National Fisheries Quality Inspection Service and its branches
for the Republic of Korea;
(ii)  The Department of Fisheries for the Kingdom of Thailand

(b)  The exporting country shall provide to the importing country its list of designated
inspection agencies before this Arrangement enters into force, and, when changes
occur, immediately provide a revised list.

Article 11
Inspection Items and Standards

(a) Either side shall conduct the inspection of exported and imported fish and fishery
products in accordance with the requirements of importing country.

(b) Either side shall inform its counterpart of inspection items, standards and a form
of inspection certificate used before this Arrangement enters into force.



Article 12
Personnel Exchange

Either side may send its officials specializing in inspection or other experts to the country
of the other side, bearing all expense related to travel and accommodation. The other side
shall provide conditions that are conducive to inspections by one side to promote
cooperation in areas such as the sanitation inspections of fish and fishery products of the
other Party, monitoring of inspection methods.

Article 13
The Entry Into Effect

This Arrangement shall enter into force on the date of its signature and shall remain in
force for an initial duration of five years, after which it shall be renewed for a subsequent
period of five years unless either side notifies the other side, in writing and at least six
months in advance, of its intention to terminate it.

Article 14
Amendment of the Arrangement

This Arrangement may be modified or revised by the two stde through consultations.

IN WITNESS WHEREOFYF, the undersigned, being duly authorized by their respective
Governments, have signed this Arrangement.

DONE at Bangkok, this day of [ ......... 2006], in the Thai, Korean and English
languages, each version being equally authentic. In case of divergence in interpretation,
the English text shall prevail.

For the Ministry of Agriculture and For the Ministry of Maritime Affairs
Cooperatives of the Kingdom of Thailand and Fisheries of the Republic of Korea
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