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ANNEX

THIRD PROTOCOL EMBLEM
(Article 2, paragraph 2 and Article 3, paragraph 1 of the Protocol)

Article 1 - Distinctive emblen

Article 2 - Dudtcative uss of the third Protocol emblem

Incorperationln .-
accordance with art, 3
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COMITE INTERNATIONAL. DE LA CROIX-ROUGE

Draft Protocol additional to the Geneva

- Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the
Adoption of an Additional Distinctive Emblem

(Protocol ITN)

Pr:paredbjrthelm:maﬁbnal Committee of the Red Cross in
consultation with the International Federation of Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies*

* This text was drawn up following discuasions witkin the Joint Working Group established
by the Sueding Commission of the Red Cross and Red Crescent pursnmn to the mandsie
assigned to it by Resolution 3 of the 27th Internariomal Conference of the Red Cross and Red

Crescent and subsequent consuhations,

Geneva
12 October 2000
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12 Oawicr 2000
Draft Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 Augnst 1949,
and r=iating tg the Adoption of an Additional Distinctive Emblem

- (Protocol IT1)

Preamble
The High Cnmrrac:ing Porties,

(,PPU Rqﬁimmg the provisions of the Geneva Conventions of 12 Angust 1949 {in
particulsr Articles 26, 38, 42 and 44 of the First Geneva Comventian) and, where applicable,
thetr Additional Protecols’ of 8 June 1977 (in particnlar Asticles 18 and 38 of Addivional
Protocol 1 and Asticle 12 of Additional Prolocol I0), concering the use of distincuve

amblems,

{(PP2) Desiring 1v mmmummmmunmmum
proective value amnd universal character,

(M)Normgmmmml:mmmwﬁmmmd‘mﬂ
Contracting Partics to continue © use che emblems they 2re using in conformity with thelr
ohl:g-nmmtmdarme Geneva Conventions and, where spplicable, the Protocols additional

theretn,

(FP3) Recalling that the obligation to respest persons and objects protected by the
Gereva Conventions and the Protocols additional thereto derives from their protected states
under internations} law and is nol dependent on wse of the distinctive emblems, sign ar
sigials,

(PP3) Srressing that the distingtive cmblems 2 not intended to have any religions,
¢thoic, raxsal, regionad or political sipnificance,

(PPS) Emphasizing the importance of ensoring full respect for the obfigations reiating
10 the distinctive emblems recognized in the Geneva Conventions, and, where applicabls, the
Protocok additional thereto,

(PP7) Recalling that Anicle 44 of the First Gemeva Comvention makes the distinction
between the proweczive nse and tbe indicative use of the distinciive embicm,

(FP8} Recalling further that National Sociatizs undertaking activities on the territory
of another Stie must engure that the smblems they fntend to use within the framework of
snchamwnesnmyheus:dmlhcmunMthememw!ymsPhGeMiﬂmemmtryu'
cmmmofmmmt.

(PP9) Recogm'zing the difficulties that certain States and Nationa) Societics may have
with the use of the existing distinctive emblems,

Puge i



12 Cewober 2000

(PP10) Matinz he determination of the International Committee of the Red Cross. the
Intermational Fedemtion of Rad Cross and Red Crescent Socierics and the Inteenational Red
Cross and Red Crescent Movement io refain their corent names md embierns,

fave agreed on the following:

—y

Article 1 - Respect for and sespe of application of this Protocal

., The High Contracting Panties underizke 1o respect and 10 ensure respect for this
Protseql in all circumstaness.

2. This Protocol reaffirms and sopplements die provisions of the four Geneva
' Conventions of 12 August 1949 ("the Geneva Conventions”) and, where applicable,
of their two Addidonal Proteeols of 8 June 1977 (“the 1977 Additional Protocols™)
mlating to the distinctive srsblems, namely the red cross, the ed crascent sad the red
Yion and s, and shall appiy in the zame sihmtions as those referred 10 in theae

+ -

provisions.

Article 2 « Distinciive emibizms

1. This Protocol recognizes an additional distinctive emblem ia addition to, and for the
same purposes as, the dixtinctive emblems of the Geneva Conventions. The
distinctive emblems shall enjoy equal sratos,

2. This additional distinctive amblm composed of a red frame m the shapc of a aquarc
op edse on 4 white gronnd shall confarm (o the illustration in the annex to thia
Protocol. This distinctive emblem is referred to in this Protocol as the ™third Protocol
emblem”,

3. The conditions for use of and respect for the third Protocol emblem are identical w

those for the distinctive emblems established by the Gensva Conventions and, where
applicable, the 1977 Addirional Protocols.”

4. The medical services and meligious personnel of armed forees of High Contracting
Parties may, without prejudice w their current emblems, make temporary tse of any
distinctive emblem roferred to in paragraph 1 of this Article where this mmy enhance

protection.

Article 3 + Indicative use of the third Protocol emblem

1. National Societies of those High Contracting Parties which decide ta yse the thind
Protocol emblem may, in using the cmblem in conformity with rolevant national
logislatian, choost to incorporare within it, for indicative purposes:

a) e distinctive emblem recognized by the Geneva Conventions or a combimaiion of
thess emblems;, or

Pape2



13 Ociober 2000

b) aaether emtier which has been in affective ase by a High Contracting Party and
was the subject of 2 commumication to the other High Contracting Parties and the
mmmmafmmmmmghmmmmu
agoption of this Protcesl '

Incorporadon shall confers to the illusation in the Annex 1o this Protoeol,
-

L A Natioual Seciery which chooses to icospornte within the third Protocal emmblem
ancther smbiem in accordance with parsgraph 1 above, may, in conformily with
national legisiation, use the designation of that embiem and display it within its
nations] tewitory.

3. National Socicties may. in accordance with national legislation and in exceptional
. circumstances and 1o facilitate their wark, make temporary uze of the distinctive
erblem referred o in Atcle 2 of this Prowecol.

- 4. This Article does not affect the legal stams of the distinctive emblems weognized in
the Geneva Cenventiops nd in this Protocol. nor does it affect the Iagal satus of any
particnlar smblem when incorporated for indicative purposes in accordance with
paragragh 1 of this Article,

Article 4 - Interaational Comzittve of the Red Cross and Internationn] Fedeverion of
Red Cross and Red Crescent Sacisties

The Imematicnal Comrzittes of the Red Cross and the Internationat Federation of Rad
Cross and Red Croeent Societies, and their duly anthorized] personnel, may use, in
exceptional circumstancss amd to facilitate their work, the disinetive emblem roferred
to in Article 2 of this Protoeol,

Articly § - Missions wmder Ustited Nations auspices

The medical services and religions personnel participating in operationt mder the
aspices of the United Nations may, with the agreernent of participating States, s ane
of the distinetive emblems mentioned in Articles 1 and 2.

Article 6 - Prevention and reprassion of mituse

L. The provisions of the Gescva Conveations and, where spplicahle, the 1977
Additional Proweols, goveming prevention and repreasion of misuse of the
distinctivs amblems shall apply equally to the third Pratocol emblem. In panticutar,
the Higit Contracting Parties shall take mesrares mecestery for the prsvention and
reprossion, at all times, of sy misuse of the distinctive cxnblems mentioned in
articles 1 znd 2 and their designations. inciuding the perfidions use 2 the e of any
sign or desigpation constituting an imitation hereof,

Fe -9 4



12 Ociober 2000

2. Notwithstarxling paragraph | above, High Contracting Parties may permit prior tyers
of the third Proctocol emblam, or of any sign consituting sn imnitation thereof, 10
canﬁnuewd\m&pmﬁdedﬂmthesaidmahaﬂmbcmchaswmﬂdlppm.ia
time of anned conflict, to confer the protection of the Geneva Conventions and,
where applicable, the 1977 Addivonal Protocols, tudpmvidad:hutlndgbutom
use were acquired before the adoption of this Protocol.

Article 7 - Diszantination
The High Contracting Parties nndertake. in time of peace 25 in time of srmed confBct, to
disseminate this Protocol 88 widely as possible in their nsspective countries snd, in
paricular, 1w include the study thersof in thetr prograrames of military instuction and 1o
<ncourage the study thereof by the civilian population, so that this instrument may
become known to the amell forces md 1o the civitian population.

Article 8 - Signature

This Protecol shall be open for signature by the Parties 1o the Geneva Conventions on
the day of its adoption and will remain open for a pedod of twelve months.

Article 9 - Ratification
This Protocol shal} be ratified as goon as pogsible. The instraments of ritificatiog shall
be deposited with the Swiss Fedaral Council, depositary of the Geacva Conventians and
the 1977 Additional Protoenis. .

Article 10 - Accession
This Protocol shall be open for accessicn by sny Party 1o the Geneva Conveations
which has not signed it. The instuments of accession shall be deposited with the

Article 11 « Extry into forer
1. This Protocol shall enter into farce six manths after two instnuments of mtification or

accession have been depotited,
2. For cack Paxty m the Geneva Conventions thereafter matifying or scceding to this

Protocol. it shall enter into foree aik months after the deposit by sach Party of its
imstnumetit of ratificaton or acression,

Paged



12 October 2000
Artiele ]2 + Treaty relations apon entry inio fores of this Protocol

1. When the Parties 1 the Geneva Conventions sre also Parties to this Protocol, the
Conventions shall apoly as supplemented by this Protoco!,

2. When one of the Parties 1o the conflict is net bound by this Protocol. the Parties 10
the Protceol shall remain boumd by it in their mutual relations. They shall
furthermore be bound by this Protocol in relation 1a each of the Parties which are nat
bound by it. if the [aer acceprs and applics the provisions thereof,

Article 12 - Amendment

1. Any High Contracting Party may propose smendments to thia Protocol. The text of
any proposed arpendment shall be comymonicated 1o the depositary, which shall
decide, afier conspltarion with all the High Contracting Parties, the hternational
Comarittze of the Rad Cross and the Intemational Federation of Red Cross and Red
Crescert  Societias, whahaaconfama:shm!dhccmmdmmduthe
'pmposcdnmmdmenf.

2. The depogiray shall mwﬁmmmﬂ:mmmamcﬁngmsm
ax the Parties 10 the Goneva Conventions, whether ar not they ars zignatories of thig
Protoeal,

Article 14 « Denxnciction

1. In case a High Contracting Party should denounce this Protocol, the denvnciation
shall only take effart one yesxr after receipt of the instument of denunciation. I,
however, on the expiry of that year the denocuncing Party is engaged in & sifvation of
anmed conflict or occupation, the demmeration shall not taks effect before the end of
the armed conflict or occupatian.

2. The dentmeiation shall be notifizd {n writing to the dapositary, which shall transuerit it
1a al] the High Contracting Pusties.

3. The demunciation shall have zffect only in respect of the denouncing Party,

4. Any denunciation under paragraph 1 shall nox affect the obligazions afready incurred,
by reason of the armed conflet or occupation, under this Protocol by such
denoancing Party in respect of any act cammitied before this denunciation becornes
m‘ .

Article 15 ~ Noetifications

The depositary shall inform the High Comracting Pacties as well as the Panias w the
Geneva Converions, whether or not they are signatories of this Prowcel, of:

Pages



12 Ocrober 2000

i) signatuves affixed to this Protocol and the deposit of instroments of rmifieation and
accession under Arcles 8, 9 and 10;

b) the dnte of entry into foree of this Protocol under Anticle 11 within 10 days of said
enry mto force;

c) communicrions received inder grticle 13:

d} deumziations under Article 14.

Article 16 - Registration

1. After its catry inio force, this Prowcol shall be mansmitted by the depositary to the
Secyetariat of the United Nations for registvarion and publication, in accardance with
Article 102 of the Charter of the United Natioms. )

2. The depoiitary shall also inform the, Secrecariat of the United Nations of all
ratifications, accessions and denuncistions received by it with respect to this
Protocol.

Avrticle 17 - Authentic tgxts
The original of this Protocol, of which the Arabie, Chinese, English, Prench, Russisn

and Spanith exis arc cqually authertic, shall be deposited with the depasitary, which
shall tranemit certified true copies thereof to al} the Parties to the Genavp Conventions.

Pugx &



ANNEX

THIRD PROTOCOL EMBLEM
(Article 2, pamagtaph 2 and Axticle 3, paragraph 1 of the Protocol)

Article 1 - Dirtinctive emblen

Article 1 - Indicative use of the third Protocol emblem

Incocporadion in
socordance with sl 3



