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SUMMARY RECORD OF THE
NINTH INFORMAL ASEAN MINISTERIAL MEETING
ON THE ENVIRONMENT

27 September 2005,
Makati City, the Philippines

INTRODUCTION

1. The Ninth Informal ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on the Environment (9"
IAMME) was held in Makati City, the Philippines on 27 September 2005. The
Meeting was chaired by Mr. Demetrio L. Ignacio, Jr., Undersecretary for Policy
Planning Research and Legisiative Affairs, Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR), the Philippines on behalf of H.E. Michael T.
Defensor, Secretary for DENR, the Philippines. H.E. Pehin Dato Haji Abduliah
Dato Haji Bakar, Minister of Development, Brunei Darussalam; H.E. Dr. Mok
Mareth, Senior Minister for Environment, Cambodia; Mr. Arief Yuwono, Executive
Secretary, Ministry of Environment, Indonesia; H.E. Prof. Dr. Bountiem
Phissamay, Minister to the Prime Minister's Office and President of the Science,
Technology and Environment Agency of the Lao PDR; H.E. Dato' S. Sothinathan,
Deputy Minister of Natural Resources and Environment, Malaysia; HE. U
Thaung Tun, Ambassador of Myanmar to the Philippines; H.E. Assoc. Prof. Koo
Tsai Kee, Senior Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of the Environment and Water
Resources, Singapore; Mr. Petipong Pungbun Na Ayudhya, Permanent
Secretary, Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment, Thailand; Dr. Nguyen
Van Tai, Deputy Director-General, Department of Environment, Viet Nam
Environment Protection Agency (VEPA); H.E. Prof. Dr. Wilfrido Villacorta, Deputy
Secretary-General of ASEAN and their respective delegations attended the
Meeting. The List of Participants appears as ANNEX 1.

2. The Ministers agreed to the list of issues for the 9" IAMME, which appears
as ANNEX 2.

1. NATURE CONSERVATION AND BIODIVERSITY

11  Accomplishments of the ASEAN Regional Centre for
Biodiversity Conservation

3. The Ministers noted the presentation of the Philippines on the
"Accomplishments of the ASEAN Regional Centre for Biocdiversity (ARCBC)" as
at ANNEX 3. The Ministers commended the ARCBC for its significant
accomplishments in promoting regional cooperation on biodiversity conservation
and expressed their appreciation to the Philippines for hosting the Centre and to
the European Commission for their financial support to the Centre.
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1.2  ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity

4. The Ministers noted the ASEAN Secretariat's presentation on the ASEAN
Centre for Biodiversity (ACB) and exchanged views on the operationalisation of
the ACB, including decentralisation of some of the functions of the ACB to other
Member Countries, and staffing needs of the ACB. In this respect, the Ministers
welcomed Thailand’s offer to host the training and manpower capacity building
function of the ACB. The Ministers noted that selection of staff for key positions in
the ACB will be based on open recruitment and on merit among candidates from
ASEAN Member Countries. The ASEAN Secretariat's presentation is at ANNEX.
4

5. H.E. Michael T. Defensor, Secretary of DENR launched the establishment
of the ACB at a special ceremony on behalf of the ASEAN Member Countries.
The ceremony was witnessed by the ASEAN Environment Ministers or their
representatives, Prof. Dr. Wilfrido V. Villacorta, Deputy Secretary-General of
ASEAN and Mr. Van de Vou, Charge d'Affaires of the Delegation of the European
Commission in the Philippines and their respective delegations and other
dignitaries. The speeches and keynote address for the launch are attached as
ANNEX 5.

1.3 Draft ASEAN Framework Agreement on Access to, and Fair
and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from the Utilisation
of, Biological and Genetic Resources

6. The Ministers noted the ASEAN Secretariat's presentation as at ANNEX 6.
The Ministers noted that about half of the Member Countries have obtained
national clearance to sign the Agreement. The Ministers agreed to work towards
completing the national process for the signing of the ASEAN framework
agreement at the 10" ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on the Environment (AMME) in
2008. In this regard, Thailand is reviewing its existing laws and regulations to
facilitate implementation of the Framework Agreement.

1.4 ASEAN Heritage Parks Programme

7. The Ministers noted the ASEAN Secretariat's presentation on the
implementation of the ASEAN Heritage Parks (AHP) Programme as at ANNEX 7,
including the 2" AHP Conference scheduled to be held at Mulu National Park in
Sarawak in 2006. The Ministers noted that most of the listed AHPs are terrestrial
parks and therefore agreed to nominate more marine sites as AHP. The Ministers
welcomed national, sub-regional and non-governmental initiatives to conserve
areas of biodiversity importance in the region to complement the AHP
Programme.
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2. TRANSBOUNDARY HAZE POLLUTION
2.1 Outlook of Regional Weather

8. The Ministers noted the presentation of the ASEAN Specialised
Meteorological Centre (ASMC) on the Update of Regional Weather and Haze and
Capacity Building as at ANNEX 8. The Meeting noted that the dry season in the
southern part of the region is expected to end in mid-October 2005; and that the
rainy season in the northern part of the region will end in the next three months,
followed by the dry season. The Ministers agreed to continue close monitoring
and on the need for greater vigilance during critical periods.

2.2 Progress of Activities on Transboundary Haze Pollution

(a} Updates on the Recent Land and Forest Fires and Haze
Situation and Actions Taken

9. The Ministers noted ASEAN Secretariat's presentation as at ANNEX 9 on
the Update on the Recent Land and Forest Fires and Haze Situation and Actions
Taken.

10. Thailand expressed its interest to join the Working Groups on Sub-regiona:
Fire-fighting Arrangements (SRFAs) for Sumatra and Borneo. The Ministers
welcomed the proposal by Thailand and also extended an invitation to other
Member Countries to participate in the SRFA meetings as they wish. The
Ministers agreed to expedite the implementation of the ASEAN Peatland
Management Initiative, and to intensify preventive measures before the dry
season. Indonesia expressed its appreciation to Malaysia and Singapore for their
assistance to combat the recent fire outbreaks in Sumatra and other Member
Countries for their readiness to render assistance as needed. Indonesia
reiterated its commitment to intensify its preventive measures, strengthen law
enforcement and promote public awareness programmes to combat land and
forest fires.

11.  The Ministers also noted the letter dated 16 September 2005 from H.E. Dr.
Yaacob Ibrahim, Minister for the Environment and Water Resources, Singapore
urging the 9™ IAMME to consider issuing a joint communique on transboundary
haze pollution and to recommend consideration of this issue at the 11" ASEAN
Summit.

12. While noting that various measures have been undertaken over the years to
combat transboundary haze poliution, the Ministers resolved to further intensity
existing measures, strengthen regional cooperation on transboundary haze
pollution, and attach greater importance to swift and more effective inter-agency
collaboration and coordination at the national and regional levels. In this regard,
the Ministers agreed to recommend to the ASEAN Leaders to provide guidance
on this issue at the 11" ASEAN Summit in December 2005 in Malaysia. The
Meeting requested the ASEAN Secretariat to prepare an information paper taking
into account the views and deliberations of the Ministers at this Meeting for the
consideration of the ASEAN Leaders. The Ministers requested the ASEAN
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Secretariat to facilitate inclusion of the above issue in the agenda of the 11"
ASEAN Summit.

13. The Ministers had an extensive discussion and issued a Joint Communigue
on Transboundary Haze Pollution as at ANNEX 10.

(b) Panel of ASEAN Experts on Fire and Haze Assessment
and Coordination

14. The Ministers adopted the Terms of Reference (TOR) of the Panel of
ASEAN Experts on Fire and Haze Assessment and Coordination, which appears
as ANNEX 11. The Ministers urged the Panel of Experts to be proactive and be
on stand-by during potential or impending critical periods of fire and haze, and
requested the ASEAN Secretariat to coordinate the mobilisation. The Ministers
agreed to allocate resources and provide full support to ensure expeditious
mobilisation of the Panel of Experts.

15. The Ministers noted that each Member Country will nominate 2 to 3 experts
with relevant expertise to constitute the Panel of Experts and inform the ASEAN
Secretariat of the nomination by end of October 2005. The Ministers also noted
that the Panel! of Experts will meet to discuss the operationalisation of the TOR.

2.3 ASEAN Agreement on Transboundary Haze Pollution
(a) Status of Ratification
16. The Ministers noted the status of ratification of the Agreement as follows:

(i) Cambodia: The ratification of the Agreement will scon be
considered by the Parliament.

(ii) Indonesia: The ratification of the Agreement will soon be
presented to the Parliament. The approval is expected to be
obtained in the next couple of months.

(i)  Philippines: The ratification of the Agreement will be considered
by the Senate at its current session.

(b) Preparation for 2" Conference of Parties

17. Indonesia reiterated its commitment to host the 12" ASEAN Ministerial
Meeting on Haze (AMMH) and the 2" Meeting of the Conference of Parties
(COP-2) to the ASEAN Agreement on Transboundary Haze Poliution. The
Ministers agreed that the above meetings be held in December 2005, in
anticipation of Indonesia ratifying the Agreement by then.
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18. The Ministers noted that the Preparatory Meeting for the COP-2 will be held
on 16 November 2005 in Brunei Darussalam to discuss outstanding issues and
prepare for COP-2. The preparatory meeting will be held back to back with the
17" Joint SRFA (12 November 2005) and 22" ASOEN-HTTF (14-15 November
2005).

3. Water Resources Management

3.1 ASEAN Strategic Plan of Action on Water Resources
Management and Report on the State of Water Resources
Management in ASEAN

19. The Ministers noted the ASEAN Secretariat's paper on the ASEAN Strategic
Plan of Action on Water Resources Management and Report on the State of
Water Resources Management in ASEAN as in ANNEX 12. The Ministers
adopted the ASEAN Strategic Plan of Action on Water Resources Management,
and noted the publication of the Report on the State of Water Resources
Management in ASEAN. The Ministers requested the Working Group to
implement the Strategic Plan of Action.

4. Other Issues
4.1 ASEAN Initiative on Environmentally Sustainable Cities

20. The Ministers noted the presentation by the Chairman of the ASEAN
Working Group on Environmentally Sustainable Cities (AWGESC) on the ASEAN
Initiative on Environmentally Sustainable Cities as at ANNEX 13.

21. The Ministers and other dignitaries witnessed the launch of the web portal
for the ASEAN Network on ESC (http.//www.aseansec.org/aiesc.htm) by H.E.
Assoc. Prof. Koo Tsai Kee at a special ceremony.

22. The Ministers noted that a workshop will be held in December 2005 in
Jakarta to develop key indicators for Clean Air, Clean Land and Clean Water as
weli as to develop criteria for ASEAN ESC awards.

4.2 ASEAN Environmental Education Action Plan

23. The Ministers noted the ASEAN Secretariat's presentation on the ASEAN
Environmental Education Action Plan as at ANNEX 14. The Ministers noted the
Senior Officials’ decision to develop a successor plan for the AEEAP for 2006-
2010 for the adoption of the Ministers at the 10" AMME. The Ministers invited
Myanmar to host a workshop in early 20086 to discuss the successor plan.
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4.3 Third ASEAN State of the Environment Report

24 The Ministers noted the ASEAN Secretariat's presentation as at ANNEX 15
on the preparation of the Third ASEAN State of the Environment Report (SOER3)
with the proposed theme, "environmental sustainability contributing to ASEAN's
community buitding”. The Ministers also noted that the report will be published in
2008.

4.4 ASEAN Environment Fund

25. The Ministers noted the ASEAN Secretariat's update on the ASEAN
Environment Fund (AEF)} as at ANNEX 16, and agreed to expedite national
consultation on the establishment of the AEF.

4.5 ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community Plan of Action and
Vientiane Action Programme 2004-2010

26. The Ministers noted the adoption of the ASEAN Socio-Cultural Communib{
Plan of Action and the Vientiane Action Programme 2004-2010 at the 10
ASEAN Summit. The Ministers further noted that ASOEN and its working groups/
task force are implementing activities according to the VAP.

46 ASEAN Environment Year 2006

27. Indonesia informed the Ministers that the regional launch of the ASEAN
Environment Year 2006 is scheduled in Jakarta on 30 - 31 March 2006 with the
theme, "Sustainable Consumption for a Better World".

4.7 Concept Proposal on ASEAN Civil Society Organisations
Consultative Forum on Environment Protection and
Sustainable Development

28. The Ministers took note of the ASOEN's support to the Concept Proposal on
ASEAN Civil Society Organisations Consultative Forum on Environment
Protection and Sustainable Development, which is attached as ANNEX 17.

5. PREPARATIONS FOR THE 4TH ASEAN PLUS THREE ENVIRONMENT
MINISTERS MEETING

28. The Ministers noted the Provisional Agenda and preparations for the 4th
ASEAN Plus Three Environment Ministers Meeting as at ANNEX 18.
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6. OTHER MATTERS

30. Indonesia announced that it will host a workshop on Better Air Quality 2006
in Yogyakarta in September 2006. The workshop will be held in conjunction with
a governmental meeting on urban air quality in Asia. Indonesia invited Member
Countries to participate in the workshop. The announcement is attached as
ANNEX 19.

31. The Philippines informed that the United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) and the World Health Organisation (WHO) will be organising a Joint
Environment and Health Ministerial Meeting in 2006 involving ASEAN Member
Countries. The Ministers agreed to consider proposals that UNDP and WHO may
submit relative to the above ministerial meeting.

7.  DATES AND VENUES OF THE 10™ AMME AND 10" IAMME

32. The Ministers noted that the 10" AMME will be held in the Philippines in
2006 and the 10™ JAMME will be hosted by Thailand in 2007.

8. CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION OF THE SUMMARY RECORD

33. The Ministers adopted the Summary Record for the 9™ IAMME. The
Ministers also adopted the Joint Press Statement for the 9™ JAMME, which
appears as ANNEX 20.
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