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JOINT PRESS RELEASE
THE ASEAN MINISTERIAL SESSION ON CITES
11 October 2004, Bangkok, Thailand

1. His Excellency Mr. Suwit Khunkitti of the Kingdom of Thailand, officially
opened and delivered the Welcoming Address to the ASEAN Ministers who are
responsible for CITES on the occasion of the ASEAN Ministerial Session on
CITES, Bangkok, Thailand, on 11 October 2004.

2. The Ministers of the ASEAN Member Countries who are responsible for the
implementation of CITES, met, under the chairmanship of H.E. Mr. Suwit
Khunkitti, Minister of Natural Resources and Environment of the Kingdom of
Thailand. :

3. The Ministerial Session was conducted in conjunction with the first CITES
CoP held in Southeast Asia—the CITES CoP13. ASEAN regards this important
international conference as recognition of the work that ASEAN countries have
carried out in recent years in promoting the conservation and sustainable use of
natural resources in the ASEAN region.

4, As an overarching consensus among ASEAN Member Countries, the
Statement covers a wide range of needs, issues and concerns — from scientific
research and trade monitoring, which provide the baseline data that is necessary
for informed decision-making, to information sharing which is a key component of
- an ASEAN-wide enforcement network.

5. The ASEAN Statement on CITES is remarkable not only because it brings
together a diversity of nations or because of its singuiar focus on the trade in wild
fauna and flora, but because it will provide an essential and solid foundation for
further action and commitments in our region - on national, bilateral, sub-regional
and regional leveis. ASEAN Member Countries regard the ASEAN Statement on
CITES as the way of encouraging and facilitating closer engagement among
neighbors to combat illegal trade, wh:ch is a challenge that extends weil beyond
the barders and jurisdiction.

8. In realizing the adopted Statement, an ASEAN Regional Action Plan on
Trade in wild fauna and flora is being formulated. Indonesia will spearhead the
development of the action plan, which will outline specific and concrete actions
and commitments in the coming months.

7. - ASEAN hopes to [ead by example in striving to improve CITES
implementation and enforcement on a regional level with a broad scope and a
long-term strategy in mind.

8. The adopted ASEAN Statement is attached herewith.



ASEAN STATEMENT ON CITES
on the Occasion of the
Thirteenth Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to CITES
11 October 2004, Bangkok

Aware that the countries of ASEAN are rich in biodiversity and home to many
endangered species of wild fauna and flora;

Recognizing the conservation actions and commitments that have already been
made with respect to the species regulated by the Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) through its
Decisions and Resolutions; ,

Acknowledging the progress made at the national and ASEAN levels in
promoting sustainable use of wild fauna and flora;

Recognizing that concerted and coordinated joint actions are required to
address the illegal exploitation and trade in CITES-listed species within the
ASEAN region;

Recognizing that efforts on a regional level may be maost effective and
appropriate in addressing a regional-leve! problem;

Acknowledging the importance and benefits of regional cooperation and
coordination in developing, coordinating, implementing and enforcing laws and
regulations on conservation of wild fauna and flora:

Aware of the imbortance of sharing information and technical expertise within
ASEAN with a view to increasing the capacity of ASEAN as a whole:

Aware of the importance of invalving ASEAN Member Countries as well as all
relevant governmental, intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations
in these efforts; and '

Stressing the importance of financial and technical support and assistance from
the international community in helping countries in ASEAN to build resources,

expertise and capacity to address illegal exploitation and trade in wild fauna
and flora;



We, the ASEAN Ministers Responsible for the Implementation of CITES,
hereby acknowledge the need:

1. to enhance awareness of and to ensure further cooperation and
coordination among all national agencies involved in wild fauna and flora
trade law enforcement including the sharing of intelligence information
and, where appropriate, the establishment of inter-agency committees,
taskforce or coordination groups;

2. to further promote regional cooperation through the establishment of
bilateral and multilateral arrangements between enforcement agencies
responsible for common boundaries to achieve more effective control of
ilegal international trade in wild fauna and flora and their products;

3. to strengthen enforcement efforts along key border regions, including
further building of capacity and capability;

4. to consider undertaking the review of their respective national legislation
to facilitate the implementation of CITES if deemed necessary;

5. to encourage wider sclentific research, wild population assessment and
trade monitoring to ensure that sufficient and accurate biological and
trade information Is available on key wild species in frade so as to
ensure that the trade is not detrimental to the wild population;

6. fo urge countries, donors and organisations to provide urgent sufficient
financial and technical support to ASEAN countries to strengthen the
above efforts, in particular related to provision of scientific information on
the key species in trade and building capacity and capability for CITES
enforcement; and under the auspices of the ASEAN Senior Officials on
Forestry (ASOF) through the ASEAN Experts Group on CITES (AEG-
CITES), to develop an ASEAN Regional Action Plan on Trade in wild
fauna and flora to implement the above commitments and actions. .



List of Ministers or representatives

H.E. Dato’ Paduka Haji Mohd. Yunos Bin Haji Mohd. Hussein
Ambassador of Brunei Darussalam in Thailand

Honorable UK Sokhonn
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Cambodia

Honorable Koes Saparjadi
Ministry of Forestry, Indonnesia

Fonorable Ms. Souvanna Phouyavong
Embassy of Lao People’s Democratic Republic in Thailand

H.E. Dato’ Sothi Nathan
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment,
Malaysia

Honorable Khin Maung Zaw
~ Ministry of Forestry, Myanmar

Honorable Dr. Theresa Mundita Lim
Department of Environment and Natural Resources,
the Philippines

Honorable Dr. Ngiém Tong Tau |
Ministry of National Development, Singapore

H.E. Suwit Khunkitti
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment, Thailand

Honorable Ha Cong Tuan
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Vietnam

Honorable Dr. Azmi Mat Akhir
ASEAN Secretariat



ASEAN Regional Action Plan on Trade in Wild Fauna and Flora, 2005-2010

Objective 1
To assist ASEAN Member Countries in adopting effective and enforceable legislation for
CITES implementation by:

Aandannmae 2

Adopted by Special Meeting AEG-CITES

encouraging ali ASEAN countries to enact Category 1 CITES-implementing
legislation in order to have the ability to meet evolving CITES requirements, and
to address any policy loopholes that may be identified after enactment;
incorporating in national legislation, where necessary, social and economic
incentives to promote and regulate sustainable management as well as
responsible trade of wild fauna and flora, and effective implementation and

enforcement of CITES;

promoting awareness programmes for the judiciary and other iaw enforcement
agencies to enable adequate and timely responses to offences.

Action points

L.ead Country
and Potential
Partners

Remarks

1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

Document lessons learned and common
problems (e.g. gaps and conflicts) in
ASEAN members’ CiTES-enabling
legislation, following existing analyses by
the CITES  Secretariat's  National
Legistation Project,

Promote adoption of Category 1 CITES-
enabling legislation throughout ASEAN by
2010, in line with existing deadiines
already specified by the CITES
Secretariat’s National Legislation Project,
Include, where appropriate, social and
economic incentives into national wild
fauna and flora trade policy and
legislation, complementing the policies of
neighbouring States where possible, to
promote compliance with CITES

Promote awareness programmes for the
judiciary and other law enforcement
agencies on the social and economic
implications of conservation threats posed
by illegal trade in wild fauna and flora

Indonesia

ASEAN Member
countries

Indonesia

ASEAN Member
countries

Indonesia
ASEAN Member
countries
Indonesia

ASEAN Member
countries




Objective 2 o
To promote networking amongst relevant law enforcement authorities in ASEAN

countries to curb iliegal trade in wild fauna and flora by:

establishing inter-agency committees at national levels, to ensure co-ordination
and collaboration between law enforcement officials on trade in wild fauna and
flora (e.g. Customs, police, quarantine, wildlife departments, port/airport
authorities, CITES authorities)

establishing an ASEAN CITES Enforcement Task Force for exchange of law
enforcement information regarding trade in wild fauna and flora, and to coordinate
regional participation in the interpol Wildlife Crime Working Group;

promoting collaborative capacity-building efforts for improved law enforcement.

Action points

Lead Country
and Potential
Partners

Remarks

2.1

2.2

2.3

24

Develop national and regional directories
of government officials responsible for
enforcing CITES in the ASEAN region

Establish inter-agency committees at
national levels to enhance cooperation and
coordination among  wildlife trade
enforcement  officers and  officials.
Nominate a focal point from within each
national inter-agency committee for
international liaison, co-operation and co-
ordination with ASEAN partners, Interpol,
World Customs Organisation.

Establish an ASEAN CITES Enforcement
Task Force, made up of focal points from
national inter-agency committees, to co-
ordinate collective actions to deter illegal
and unsustainable trade in wild flora and
fauna.

Integrate issues pertaining to trade in wild
fauna and flora into existing bilateral,
multilateral, and international
arrangements in relation to comimon
boundaries (terrestrial, marine and
riverine) to enhance law enforcement co-
operation.

Thailand

CITES
Enforcement
Experts  Group/
ASEAN CITES
Enforcement
Task Force
Thailand

CITES
Enforcement
Experts  Group/
ASEAN CITES
Enforcement
Task Force

Thailand

CITES
Enforcement
Experts  Group/
ASEAN CITES
Enforcement
Task Force
Thailand

CITES
Enforcement
Experts Group/
ASEAN CITES
Enforcement




2.5 Conduct collaborative fraining sessions on

wildlife law enforcement at national,
bilateral and mullitateral levels for
Customs, police, quarantine and veterinary
inspectors, wildlife departments,
port/airpert authorities, private sectors,
CITES authorities, etc on specific skills
e.g. species identification, handiing of
information and sharing of intelligence,
developing and sharing advanced forensic,
identification and marking systems.

Task Force

Thailand CITES Training
materials for

CITES Customs

Enforcement Officials

Experts

Group/ASEAN

CITES

Enforcement

Task Force

Objective 3
To promote research, monitoring and information exchange on CITES-related issues by:

exchanging information on permit issuance, regional market dynamics and trade
flows to improve understanding of producer-consumer relationships, including re-

exports, in the region;

encouraging research activities to ensure that sufficient biological and population
dynamics information is available on species in trade in order to undertake non-
detriment findings (NDFs) and to establish export quotas;

establishing a mechanism by which information about CITES-listed species may
be shared, with a particular focus on illegally traded species found in more than

one country.

Action points

Lead Country Remarks
and Potential
Partners

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

Document regional and sub-regional trade
dynamics to identify species in significant
trade, trade ‘hotspots’ and sources of
specimens to assist regional co-operation
in CITES implementation

Establish an information-sharing
mechanism for CITES-listed species native
to more than one ASEAN country, to assist
countries to set and regulate quotas for
harvest and trade according to distribution
and population dynamics

Provide assistance to ASEAN member
countries in implementing
recommendations formulated under the
Review of Significant Trade process
Communicate up-to-date information to the
CITES Animals and Plants Commitiees,

Malaysia

Malaysia

Malaysia

Malaysia




and to the ASEAN Experis Group on
CITES, regarding national and regional
expertise (i.e. botanists, zoologists, and
contact persons) in CITES-listed species,
and maintain regular communication with
the CITES Secretariat

3.5

Develop a website for the CITES
authorities of ASEAN countries to
exchange information on legal systems
regarding wildlife trade management,
CITES permit and certificate issuance and
directories of wildlife-retated law
enforcement officers in each ASEAN
country. The website should allow the
CITES authorities to update information on
permit and certificate issuance and
changes in legisiation(s). The website
should include online communication to
investigate and gathering information on
illega! wildlife frade cases, both domestic
and international.

Malaysia

Objective 4

To encourage industry groups, trade associationsftraders and local communities to
comply with legality and sustainability requirements of CITES and national regulations
on trade in wild fauna and flora, and to support research and capacity buiiding on

sustainable management of trade in wild fauna and flora by:

increasing awareness of relevant indusiry groups about trade in wild fauna and

flora and CITES:

collaborating with industry groups as a source of information about aspects of
trade in wild fauna and flora, inter alia bharvest management, captive

breeding/ranching, artificial propagation, and market demand; and

promoting the re-investment of revenue derived from trade in wild fauna and flora

into conservation and associated research of species in trade.

Action peoints

Lead Country Remarks
and Potential
Partnhers

4.1

Involve industry groups, trade
associations/traders and local community
representatives to participate in CITES trade
management dialogues (e.g. quota setting)
to add their knowledge of trade dynamics
and production systems to holistic
assessments of legal and sustainable trade.

indonesia




4.2

4.3

Conduct awareness programmes (e.g. Indonesia
information, education and communication
campaigns) to the private sector (industry
groups, trade associations/traders), and
local community representatives concerning
CITES and regulations for trade in wild

. fauna and flora.

Establish partnerships with relevant traders Indonesia
and industry groups to support CITES-

related research activiies (e.g. wild

population assessments, NDFs) through re-
investment of revenue from trade in wild

fauna and flora.

Objective 5
To encourage greater regional cooperation on specific issues by:

reviewing the current status of the relationship between CITES implementation
and other biodiversity related conventions.

establishing bilateral and multilateral taskforces to address shared concerns
within ASEAN, related to the conservation and trade in particular species.

Action points Lead Country Remarks

and Potential
Partners

5.1 Undertake review (through workshop, Indonesia
seminar, etc) on how to implement, at
ASEAN level, links between CITES, and
other biodiversity related conventions;

5.2 Establish bilateral or muitilateral cooperation Indonesia
mechanisms, such as task forces, to
address issues related {o the conservation
and {rade in particular species;

Objective 6

To seek sufficient technical and financial assistance through collaborative initiatives by:

identifying key partners and engaging international and regional donor agencies,
non-governmental organizations and scientific institutions in an advisory and a
supporting role in the implementation of projects and activities arising from the
action plan;

engaging international and regional donor agencies and non-governmental
organizations to aid in securing adequate funds to implement projects and
activities arising from the action plan.



Action points

Lead Country
and Potential
Partners

Remarks

6.1 Secure funds for implementing the ASEAN
- Regional Action Plan on Trade in Wild
Fauna and Flora

6.2 Prepare proposals for implementing the
ASEAN  Regional Action Plan to
international donors

6.3 Seek technical assistance from specialists
in fauna and flora for implementing specific
action points of the ASEAN Regional Action
Plan

ASEAN
Member
countries,
ASEAN Cenire
for Biodiversity
(ACB),

ASEAN
Member
countries,
TRAFFIC SEA,
ASEAN
Member
countties,
IUCN-SSC

3 May 2005, Jakarta
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No Name Title Country
1 |Honourable Dato Paduka Haji Deputy Minister of industry and Brunei
Hamdillah Bin Hj Adb Wahab Primary Resources Darussalam
2 |Hj Sharill Bin Hj Shahbubuddin  |Deputy Director of Forestry Brunei
Darussalam
3 |Hj Sharill Bin Hj Shahbubuddin  |Deputy Director of Forestry Brunei
Darussalam
4 |Pg Ariffin Bin Pg Hj Ismail Legal Officer Brunei
Darussalam
5 |Mr. Jomari Bin Ahmad Senior Agriculture Officer Brunei
Darussalam
8 |Mr. Fuzia Hj Hamdan Senior Plant Pathologist Brunei
Darussalam
7 |Pg Abd Malik Bin Pg Badauddin |Personal Assistance to the Deputy Brunei
Minister Darussalam
8 |H.E. Uk Sokhonn Under Secretary of State Cambodia
9 [Mr. Sun Hean Deputy Director, Department of Cambodia
International Coorperation
10 [H.E. tbrahim Yusuf ~ |Ambassador Extraodinary and fndonesia
Plenipotentiary to Thailand
11 {Dr. Samedi Head of Biodiversity Related to Indonesia
Convention Division
12 |Mr. Noorman Iffendi Third Secretary (Economic), The Indonesia
Embassy of thr Republic of Indonesia
13 [Mrs. Kenssy D. Ekoninggul Minister-Counselior, The Embassy of |Indonesia
thr Republic of Indonesia
14 |Mrs. Misliah Mohd. Basir Director of Law and Enforcement Malaysia
Division, Dept. of Wildlife and
National Parks
15 |H.E. U Ye Win ~ |Ambassador Extraodinary and Myanmar

Plenipotentiary to Thailand
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16 |Mr. Myint Soe Deputy Chief of Mission, Minister Myanmar
Counsellor, Embassy of The Union of
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17 {Mr. Virgilio V. Vitug Director of Protected Area and the Philippines
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18 |Ms. Perfecta Hinojosa Regional Technical Director for the the Philippines
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28 |H.E. Peter Chan Ambassador Extraodinary and Singapore
Plenipotentiary to Thailand

29 |Ms. Lye Fong Keng Head, Wildlife Regulatory Branch, Singapore
Agri-Food & Veterinary Authority

30 [Mr Ha Cong Tuan Director General, Forest Protection Viet Nam
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31 {Mr. Nguen Huu Dung Head of Conservation Division, Viet Nam
CITES Office
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Welcome Speech by
H.E Mr. Yongyut Tiyapairat
Minister of Natural Resources and Environment
On the Occasion of the Opening Ceremony of
The Special Meeting of ASEAN Ministers Responsible for
Implementation of CITES
Grand Hyatt Erawan Bangkok
Thursday, 1 December 2005

Excellency Dato Hamdillah, Deputy Minister of Industry and Primary
Resources,

Dr. Wilfrido V. Villacorta, Deputy Secretary-General of ASEAN,
Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen.

On behalf of the Government of Thailand, 1 welcome you all to the
Kingdom of Thailand to take part in this historic occasion. Our respective
governments, working under the framework of ASEAN, have worked hard
and diligently over the past year to develop a plan for improving our cross
border collaboration to reduce wildlife crimes.

This has been no easy task, but it is a vitally important one.

Nature crime has become a threat to nations and their resources in every part
of the world. Globally, the illicit trade in wild animals, plants and trees is
now surpassed only by the trafficking in drugs and weapons. In fact,
criminal elements involved in conventional forms of organized crime are
now sometimes linked to nature crime.

Southeast Asia has been hit hard by nature crime. The resulting loss in
biodiversity threatens not only wildlife, but people too. We depend on our
forests, wildlife, and watersheds to support agriculture, clean air, water, and
with the fast growing cities of our region, badly needed areas of respite and
recreation. Our biodiversity represents the backbone to our nations, and that
backbone runs through the body of Southeast Asia.



The task before us today, therefore, is of the highest importance. More than
Just endangered species are at stake. We have the possibility of launching a
network that will help each country improve protection of wildlife, forests,
and the watersheds on which we all depend. By doing so we can also
increase regulation of the massive trade in wildlife across our borders so as
to reduce the risk of the spread of diseases transferred by some animals to
humans.

No single country can tackle the problem alone. As a region we are a target
of wildlife crime, and as a region we must fight back. Each of our countries
is threatened by criminal syndicates involved in the local, regional, and
international trade in wildlife. But to date, this major problem has been left
mainly to environmental officials operating in isolation to deal with.

We require increased involvement of law enforcement agencies, and better
cross border government to government collaboration. If Southeast Asia is
to maintain its beautiful wildlife, rich protected areas, and important
watersheds, it is clear that we need a regional wildlife law enforcement
network.

I wish to thank each of you for coming to Thailand to spend the time out of
your busy schedules to focus on the work that has been done so far in
preparation for the launch of an ASEAN Wildlife Law Enforcement
Network. I thank the Senior Officers for their hard work vesterday and for
the brief they have prepared for us.

Let us join together today to launch something that will help give our
children and future generations a Southeast Asia that is rich in biodiversity

and natural beauty. Again, I welcome you to Thailand and wish that your
‘stay is pleasant and productive.

Thank you.
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Brief Statement on Behalf of US Government
by H.E. Mr. Ralph L. Boyce, Jr.,

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the

United States to the Kingdom of Thailand



Ambassador Boyce Speech at ASEAN Ministerial
Bangkok, December 1, 2005

Minister Yongyut, distinguished delegates and guests, I would
like to start by congratulating all of you for an outstanding conference. Itis
an honor and pleasure to participate in this very important ASEAN meeting.
Deputy Assistant Secretary, Claudia McMurray asked me to convey to you
her regrets that her schedule prevented her from being here today, but she
will be pleased by what you accomplish. I would like to thank the ASEAN
Secretariat for including the United States as an observer: the delegates for
their participation, and most importantly, the Royal Thai Government for
hosting the October workshop at Khao Yai, and yesterday’s and today’s
Senior Official’s Meeting.

We all know that global wildlife trafficking is a multi-billion
dollar black market fhat, unfortunately, continues to grow. We have seen
how it can destroy biodiversity. We know that it has links to organized
crime. Now, we are beginning to recognize an additional danger — the

‘spread of potentially deadly diseases such as avian influenza and other
animal-to-human diseases.

How can we fight back? Global efforts, and by that { mean

CITES, are certainly effective. We have seen that CiTES enforcem.ent



‘ -reduced dramatically the trade in illegal elephant ivory. Still, borders can be
porous, resources insufficient, and traffickers ingenious. If one country is
awa;re that a trafficker is operating across its borders, under the current
system, mutual cooperation is difficult, if not impossible. With no official
mechanism to share information and work together, traffickers find ways to
avoid interdiction and carr)'r on their business.

We need a new tactic that allows law enforcement agencies to
share the information needed to put them ahead of the w11d11fe traffickers.
The ASEAN Wildlife Law Enforcement Network, whlch you are launcmng
today, is exactly the approach the United States believes can stop wildlife
trafficking. |

Southeast Asia will no longer consist of ten different countries
acting independently of ea;h other in attempting to stop the trade in animals
and animal parts. Instead, each of your countries will have the benefit of the
knowledge, training and resources of an entire region, a region united to end
this corrosive activity.

Your actions today and going forward will beneﬁt not only

ASEAN, but also the entire world. Loss of biodiversity is a universal loss

that is felt by all humanity.
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Your actions today and going forward could lead to the
arrest and conviction of organizefi criminals who not only trade in wildlife,
but ;lso in arms, drugs and humans, and who might help finance terrorists.

Those of us who are deeply concemed about wildlife trafficking
are enthusiastic about your new undertaking. The Government of the United
States strongly supports ym’lr efforts and wants to assist you in your work to
strengthen enforcemént against criminal activity. The U.S. Fish énd
Wildlife Service and the Department of Justice are eager to provide training
seminars and share knowledge with your equivalent ministries, customs
officials and wildlife law enforcement professionals.

Moreover, U.S. law allows for our law enforcement agencies to
help you identify, investigate, prosécute and convict wildlife traffickers who
have violated your wildlife laws, but who are physically present in the
United States. We want to be an active ally to your regional network.

The State Department also believes that we can do more.
Recently, we launched our own initiative ~ the Coalition Against Wildlife
Trafficking, or CAWT — that shares your vision of multi-lateral cooperation
to fight wildlife trafficking.

CAWT has teamed up with some of the best-known

international conservation organizations to combat illegal wildlife trade. For

Page 3 of 4



- example, WildAid and TRAFFIC, two of our partners in CAWT, played a
significant role in assisting the Royal Thai Government to organize these

meetings. Our partners will be the ground soldiers in this struggle against

the traffickers.

CAWT needs more than NGOs as partners. We are working to
~ add other governments to o'ur list of partners. I can think of no better place
to start than right here. Each of you has shown the commitment to fight
transborder wildlife t;afﬁcking through the formation of a regional network.
I am proposing that you tak-é this to the next level and als; join a global
network, CAWT. Working together, ASEAN nations will successfuily
combat these criminals in Southeast Asia. Working with CAWT, your
knowledge and skills could make & diffe.rence all over the world. Please
consider this invitation to each of your countries to become our partner 111
fhe enterprise. -
Ti’l&[lk you for allowiﬁg me to share some of my thoughts with
you. I wish to congratu_late you again for four fine Work and your |
commitment to making the world better by protecting wildlife. The United

States supports your efforts and hopes to work with you to ensure your

success in halting illegal wildlife trafficking in Southeast Asia.
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THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE ASEAN MINISTERS
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF CITES

Grand Hyatt Erawan Bangkok Hotel
1 December 2005

AGENDA

OPENING CEREMONY

1.

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION

CLOSED SESSION

2.

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND VICE-CHAIRMAN
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
BUSINESS ARRANGEMENTS

CONSIDERATION OF THE REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE
CHAIRMAN OF THE SENIOR OFFICIALS MEETING FOR THE SPECIAL
MEETING OF THE ASEAN MINISTERS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF CITES

A) CONSIDERATION ON THE DRAFT MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
ON ASEAN-WEN

B) CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION OF THE ASEAN STATEMENT ON
LAUNCHING ASEAN-WEN

C) CONSIDERATION AND ADCPTION OF JOINT PRESS STATEMENT

LAUNCHING OF THE ASEAN WILDLIFE LAW ENFORCEMENT NETWORK
(ASEAN-WEN) BY THE MINISTERS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF CITES AND PRESS CONFERENCE, 1 DECEMBER
2005, BANGKOK

*hkEkk

Bangkok, 1 December 2005.
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Closing Remark
by Mr.Petipong Pungbun Na Ayudhya
Permanent Secretary of Natural Resources and Environment
at The Special Meeting of ASEAN Ministers Responsible for
Implementation of CITES
Grand Hyatt Eréwan Bangkok
Thursday, 1 December 2005

Excellency Dato Hamdillah, Deputy Minister of Industry and Primary Resources,
Dr. Wilfrido V. Villacorta, Deputy Secretary-General of ASEAN,
Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen.

Creating the world’s largest wildlife law enforcement network is no small feat.
And its benefits may be more widespread than the name of the network implies. As

we all know and soon hopefully the public will too, there is more than just wildlife at
stake.

ASEAN-WEN will benefit people and the environment, they are inextricably linked.
Now the challenge before us is implementation.

The key to the success of ASEAN-WEN will be interagency collaboration at the
national level, and cross-border cooperation at the international level, We believe that
once environmental officers begin meeting and working with police, customs and
other agencies, and once regional planning meetings and training courses get off the
ground, we will all be in a better positions to reduce wildlife crime until it is no longer
a serious problem for Southeast Asia,

On behalf of the Government of Thailand, I would like to offer that we will host the
first ASEAN- WEN planning meeting involving CITES, police and customs officers
from each ASEAN nation. We are willing to organize such a meeting for early 2006.
This meeting can be the first in what we hope will be a series of meetings, training
courses and exchanges over the years to come, as ASEAN-WEN matures.

Thank you again and congratulations for giving birth to ASEAN ~WEN!
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ASEAN STATEMENT ON

LAUNCHING OF THE ASEAN WILDLIFE LAW ENFORCEMENT NETWORK
(ASEAN-WEN}) '

At
The Special Meeting of the ASEAN Ministers Responsible for the
Implementation of CITES

1 December 2005, Bangkok

Recognizing that each Membé‘rw"bwauntry of the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) is also a Party to the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES);

Convinced that enforcement of CITES and related national legislation must be a
~ constant concern of the Parties at the highest level if they are to succeed in
fulfilling the objectives of the Convention; '

Convinced of the need to strengthen enforcement of CITES and other legislation
for wildlife protection to address serious problems caused by illegal domestic and
international trade in wild fauna and flora, and that the available resources for
enforcement are inadequate;

Recognizing that the preamble of the Convention states that international
cooperation is essential for the protection of certain species of wild fauna and flora
against over-exploitation through international trade;

Recalling that Article VIli, Paragraph 1, of CITES provides that the Parties shall
take appropriate measures to enforce the provisions of the Convention and to
prohibit trade in specimens in violation thereof;

Recalling the ASEAN Statement on CITES, declared on October 11, 2004 by
ASEAN Ministers responsible for CITES committing to regional co-operation on
improved implementation of the Convention, including law enforcement
collaboration, which supported the proposal by the Prime Minister of Thailand;

Recalling the adoption of an ASEAN Regional Action Plan on Trade in Wild Fauna
and Flora (2005-2010), by the Special Meeting of the ASEAN Experts Group on
CITES (AEG-CITES) on May 3 2005 in Jakarta, in which under Objective Two of
the Regional Action Plan, Thailand was designated to lead activities of network
development for wildlife law enforcement;



Recalling the endorsement of the ASEAN Regional Action Plan on Trade in Wild
Fauna and Flora (2005-2010) by the 8" Meeting of the ASEAN Senior Officials on
Forestry (ASOF), held 18-20 August 2005 in Phnom Penh;

Recalling the expression of full support for the ASEAN Regional Action Plan on
Trade in Wild Fauna and Flora (2005-201 0) by the ASEAN Ministers on
Agriculture and Forestry (AMAF) on 29 September 2005 at the 27" Meeting of
AMAF in Tagaytay City, The Philippines;

Recognizing that concerted and coordinated joint actions are required to address
the illegal exploitation and trade in CITES-listed species within the ASEAN region;

Believing that strengthened enforcement efforts at the national level and
increased cooperation between the Member Countries of ASEAN will increase the
effectiveness of implementation and enforcement of CITES and aid in the
combating of illicit harvesting of and trade in wild fauna and flora;

Believing that regional problems are best solved through regional effort;

Acknowledging the importance and benefits of regional cooperation and
coordination in developing, coordinating, implementing and enforcing laws and
regulations on conservation of wild fauna and flora;

Aware of the importance of involving ASEAN Member Countries as well as all
relevant governmenital, intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations in
these efforts; and

Stressing the importance of financial and technical support and assistance from
the international community in helping countries in ASEAN to build resources,
expertise and capacity to address illegal exploitation and trade in wild fauna and
flora;

Aware of the importance of sharing information and technical expertise within
ASEAN with a view to increasing the capacity of ASEAN as a whole;



We, the ASEAN Ministers Responsible for the Implementation of
CITES, hereby:

1.

Launch the ASEAN Wildiife Enforcement Network (ASEAN-WEN),
previously referred to as the ASEAN CITES Enforcement Task Force
in the ASEAN Regional Action Plan on Trade in Wild Fauna and Flora
(2005-2010);

Membership of the Network is open to officials from CITES
Authorities, Customs, Police, Prosecutors, Specialized Governmental
Wildlife-law Enforcement Organizations and other relevant national
law enforcement agencies;

The first meeting of ASEAN-WEN will be held in early 2006 in
Thailand.



List of ASEAN Ministers Responsible for the Implementation of CITES or,
Their Representatives

For Brunei Darussalam:

For Cambodia:

For indonesia:

For Myanmar:

For the Philippines:

For Singapore:

For Thailand:

For Viet Nam:

Honourable Dato Paduka Haji Hamdillah H. A. Wahab,
Deputy Minister of Industry and Primary Resources,
Ministry of Industry and Primary Resources

H.E. Mr. Uk Sokhonn,
Undersecretary of State,
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries

H.E. Mr. ibrahim Yusuf,
Ambassador to Thailand

H.E. U Ye Win,
Ambassador to Thailand

Honourable Mr. Virgilio V. Vitug
Director of Protected Areas and Wildlife Bureau,
Department of Environment and Natural Resources

H.E. Mr. Peter Chan,
Ambassador to Thailand

H.E. Mr. Yongyut Tiyapairat,
Minister of Natural Resources and Environment,
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment

Honourable Mr. Ha Cong Tuan,
Director General of Forest Protection Department,
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development

For ASEAN Secretariat:

H.E. Dr. Wilfrido V. Villacorta,
Deputy Secretary-General of ASEAN.
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