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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
BETWEEN
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE KINGDOM OF THAILAND
AND .
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE KINGDOM OF CAMBODIA
ON
ACMECS SINGLE VISA

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE KINGDOM OF THAILAND AND THE
GOVERNMENT OF THE KINGDOM OF CAMBODIA, hereinafter referred to as the
“Parties”;

Desiring to further promote friendly relations between the two countries as ACMECS
member countries and to facilitate and foster economic growth and social development in the
ACMECS countries;

_ Understanding that implementation of the single visa scheme will contribute towards

strengthening the regional economic development, especially in the tourism sector, and make
a significant contribution not ohly to the increase of national income, but also to further
improvement of the well ~ being of their respective citizens;

Hgve agreed as follows:
Article 1

The Parties agreed to implement the ACMECS Single Visa Scheme in accordance
with the terms and conditions set out in the Concept Paper as appeared in Annex I and the
Operational Arrangement for the ACMECS Single Visa between Cambodia and Thailand to be
developed and discussed in the future, in conformity with their respective laws and regulations.

Article 2

The Parties agreed to establish a Joint Committee on ACMECS Single Visa
(hereinafter referred to as the “Committee”) to undertake necessary steps in order to
develop the ACMECS Single Visa Scheme in accordance with the Terms of Reference as
appeared in the aforementioned Operational Arrangement for the ACMECS Single Visa. The
Committee shall carry out its mandate from the date of this signature in order to effectively
introduce the ACMECS Single Visa.

Article 3

This MOU may be modified or amended by an Exchange of Notes between the Parties.



Article 4

This MOU shall enter into force from the date of its signature. If either Party wishes to
terminate this MOU, it shall notify the other Party of its intention in writing through
diplomatic channels, and this MOU shall cease to be effective on the ninetieth day after the
date of notification.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned, duly authorized thereto by their
respective Governments, have signed this MOU.

Done at Bangkok, on the ... of November 2005, in duplicate in Khmer, Thai and
English languages, all texts being equally authentic. In case of divergence of interpretation,
the English text shall prevail.

FOR THE GOVERNMENT FOR THE GOVERNMENT
_OF THE KINGDOM OF THAILAND OF THE KINGDOM OF CAMBODIA
Or. Kan.tathi Suphamongkhon} (Mr. Hor Namhong)
Minister of Foreign Affairs Deputy Prime Minister

Minister of Foreign Affairs
and International Cooperation
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Annex I

Concept Paper on the ACMECS Single Visa

1. Background

At the Summit Meeting on the Economic Cooperation Strategy among
Cambodia. Lao PDR, Myanmar and Thailand (CLMT-ECS) in Bagan, Union of
Myanmar on 12 November 2003, the ECS framework was changed to
ACMECS. The leaders of the four countries signed the Bagan Declaration to
~confirm their commitment to work together under the Ayeyawady-Chao
Phraya-Mekong Economic Cooperation Strategy (ACMECS) framework to
lessen development gap and to accelerate economic growth, social progress
and cuttural deveiopment in the region.

. In the Bagan Declaration, the following five areas of cooperation of the
. ACMECS were specified:

(1) Trade and Investment Facilitation,

(2) Agriculture and Industrial Cooperation,
(3) Transport Linkages, .

(4) Tourism Cooperation, and

(5) Human Resources Development

The Plan of Action and Projects in the five areas were also included as
annexes of the Declaration.

During the meeting, H.E. Dr. Thaksin Shinawatra, Prime Minister of
Thailand, suggested that tourism co-operation might be the easiest and
fastest showcase project to implement. In principle, the leaders agreed to a
single visa initiative as part of ACMECS. With Vietnam's accession to ACMECS
since then, Thailand wishes to share with Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar and
Vietnam (CLMV) the 11 million tourists that visit Thailand each year through a
“Five Countries, One Destination” campaign. To fulfill this campaign, members
need to consider improving facilities such as airports and a single visa which
would allow tourists from outside the region to visit the five countries with
only one visa.

To realize this commitment, Thailand hosted the first two meetings of
the working group, in May 2004 and January 2005 in Bangkok and Chiang Mai
respectively, to consider a single visa scheme.

As the resuit of the ACMECS Foreign Ministers’ meeting which was held
on 4-5 August 2005 in Siem Reap, the Ministers approved four principles to




guide implementation of the ACMECS Single Visa scheme: (i) promote the
“five countries, one destination” concept; (i) make increasing the number of

tourists the top priority; (iii) ensure a fair sharing of visa revenue and
dminister the scheme in a transparent manner: {iv) ensure public order and

security in member countries. The Ministers agreed on an ACMECS minus X
formula, under which two countries may implement the ACMECS Single Visa
first, with other countries to join when ready. In this spirit, Cambodia and
Thailand agreed bilaterally to pilot first. The Ministers tasked SOM Leaders to
continue_technical discussions between the two countries in order to launch

the ACMECS Single Visa during the forthcoming ACMECS Summit in
November, in Thailand.

2. Rationale

The rationale for the ACMECS single visa Is to facilitate and promote
economic growth and social development as well as to increase national
security of the ACMECS countries. The implementation of the single visa
scheme will contribute towards strengthening the regional economic
development, especially in tourism sector, and make a significant contribution
not only to the increase of national income, but also to further improvement
of the well - being of their respective citizens. To attain the goal of ACMECS
Single Visa Scheme, ACMECS countries need to coordinate and work out
together a practical, concrete strategy and plans.

Tourism is becoming an increasingly regional phenomenon within the
ACMECS region. Increased number and reduced costs of flights across the
region in addition to the upgrading of roads and airports have contributed
significantly to this phenomenon, However, the requirement for obtaining
multiple entry visas when visiting several countries in the region still
represents a serious obstacle. for this regional integration, and preclude many
tourists from visiting more than one country during their visit to the region.

The establishment of a single visa scheme would facilitate the
movement of tourists to and within the region by reducing the Inconvenience
of obtaining muiltiple entry visas. This scheme would encourage tourists, to
visit several countries during their visit to the region and stay longer in the
region as a whole. The single visa would also contribute to present the region
as a single tourist destination and would increase the attractiveness of the
region as a whole, hence increasing the total number of tourists. Increased
tourism benefits would contribute to increase foreign reserves, economic
development and poverty reduction in the region.

3. Main gbjectives of single visa

o To facilitate the travel of nationals of third countries on a short-stay
basis to and within the ACMECS countries.
¢ To increase trade, investment and tourism.



o To increase the number of tourists and total length of stay in the
region.

« To create jobs and share benefits among ACMECS countries.

» To enhance mutual stability.

4. General Principles of ACMECS Single Visa

4.1 The proposed ACMECS single visa Is envisioned to facilitate travel
and tourism to and within the ACMECS region, whereby travelers may obtain
a visa from any one of the participating countries which would also be valid
for traveling to other countries in the scheme.

4.2 The ACMECS single visa, issued by an embassy or consulate of any
participating ACMECS country, should be valid for traveling to other member
countries, However, since the ACMECS countries have not concluded an
agreement on the abolition of checks at their common borders, holders of
ACMECS single visas still have to be checked at the designated international
checkpoints of each ACMECS country.

‘ 4.3 If travelers wish to visit only one ACMECS country; they can apply
. for national visa of that country.

4.4 The issuance of a short stay visa for tourism purposes to nationals
of third countries that would be accepted by the ACMECS countries as a single
visa would involve the following aspects:

o the period of validity;

o the list of countries whose nationals could apply for the visa;

o the international checkpoints that shall be used for entry and
exit; ‘

o the requirements that the applicant would need to fulfill in order
to be eligible for the visa;

o the procedure by which the visa would be obtained including
information sharing for pre and post-clearance purposes;

o the procedure to be adopted in processing visa holders at the
ACMECS internationa!l checkpoints;

o format of visa and application form; and

o distribution of visa revenues

5. Implementing the ACMECS Single Visa Scheme

5.1 The ACMECS single visa scheme should be considered on criteria
and principles agreed by all member. countries, taking into account the
environment of the ACMECS countries,

5.2 Participating ACMECS countries agree to accept a short - stay visa
(limited to tourist category only) issued to a national of a third country by any



ACMECS country as a valid visa for entry into any one of the other ACMECS
countries, subject to conditions to be determined.

5.3 for the introduction of the ACMECS single visa, the participating
ACMECS countries agree to work together to simplify and harmonize relevant -
visa regulations and procedures, which shall be identified by the working

group.

5.4 ACMECS singie visa should be short-stay visa and period of stay in
the 2 countries shall not exceed 90 days, subject to each country's duration of
stay permit, and prohibit employment.

5.5 Requirements for ACMECS single visa applicétion and list of
prospective eligibie countries shall be determined by ACMECS member
countries.

5.6 Each member country should designate its international
checkpoints for applicants using ACMECS singie visa.

. 5.7 The eligibility for the ACMECS visa is to be assessed by the
. participating state receiving the application prior to the appiication being
passed to all other participating states for pre-clearance. The Issuance of
» ACMECS visa may take a maximum period of three working days.

5.8 The visa can be issued to persons who:

» are citizens of the agreed listed eligible third countries;

e are bona fide tourists;

» have as their primary purpose to visit at least two of the
ACMECS countries for tourism purposes;

s have never boon convicted of a criminal offence; and
hold a passport or travel document in lieu of passport, valid
for at least 6 months issued by a duly recognized issuing
authority.

5.9 While each member state shall keep its blacklist as Its own
classified information, it shall share names and information of transnational
criminals with other participating countries according to its own laws and
regulations.

5.10 The design and features of, as well as the application form for,
the ACMECS visa shall be uniform and accepted by all participating countries.
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