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m Asian Disaster Preparedness Center
NDWC, THAILAND

Memorandum of Understanding
In

Cooperation on Early Warning Arrangement, Preparedness and
Mitigation on Natural Hazards for Thailand

between
Asian Disaster Preparedness Center
and
National Disaster Warning Center, Thailand

The Asian Disaster Preparedness Center (ADPC) is a Regional, Inter-Governmental, non-
profit organization based in Thailand mandated to promote safer communities and sustainable
development through the reduction of the impact of disasters in response to the needs of
countries and communities in Asia and the Pacific by raising awareness, helping to establish
and strengthen sustainable institutional mechanisms, enhancing knowledge and skills, and
facilitating the exchange of information, experience and expertise.

National Disaster Warning Center, Thailand (NDWC) of the Thai Government was
inaugurated by H.E. Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra on 30" May 2005 with a
responsibility to provide early warning using central command system on a nation-wide
basis. NDWC will receive information from Thailand, regional and international sources.
NDWC will be in-charge on all types of disaster which will affect lives and property of all
persons in Thailand to ensure that all possible preventive measures are taken to maintain
normal daily life in Thailand, reduce loss and render to all persons a safe working
environment. NDWC will be a Center of Excellence for planning, coordination, monitoring,
and supervision of all related agencies of the Royal Thai Government in implementing
disaster warning, preparedness, mitigation and recovery services.

RECALLING H.E. Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra’s announcements in the ‘Ministeral
Meeting on Regional Cooperation on Tsunami Early Wamning Arrangement’ on 29 January
2005 in Phuket, and the declaration of the ‘Regional Meeting on End-to-end Multi-hazard
Early Warning System Southeast Asia: Assessment of Needs’ (28-29 March 2003, Bangkok)
and the directions of H.E. Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra in the meeting on 26™ August
2005 on the roles of ADPC and NDWC

THEREFORE, in recognition of the importance of early warning arrangement, preparedness
and mitigation on tsunami and other natural hazards for Thailand, the Parties hereby agree as
follows:

Article 1
Objective

The Parties shall, in accordance with their prevailing laws and regulations and on the basis of
mutual benefit, particularly in the area of the Thai Government’s responsibilities for early
warning arrangements for Thailand, establish collaborative linkages in respect of natural
hazards early warning arrangements.



Article 2
Areas of Cooperation

The areas of cooperation under this MOU may include, but are not limited to, the following:

1} Early warning arrangement, preparedness, and mitigation of natural hazards for

Thailand,

2) Establishment of cooperative linkages between ADPC and NDWC.

Article 3

Role of Asian Disaster Preparedness Center (ADPC)

a.

b.

The ADPC serves as the Regional Early Warning Center for participating countries in
the Indian Ocean and South East Asia;

To collaborate with Cambodia, China, Lao PDR, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore,
Thailand, Vietnam, and other participating countries to establish a regional network of
real-time earthquake monitoring and sea-level observing stations;

To collaborate with the Thai Government agencies through NDWC as a focal point for
Thailand toward the establishment of sea level observing and earthquake monitoring
stations in Thailand;

To exchange real-time monitoring data from all sea-level observation and earthquake
monitoring stations of the ADPC regional network with NDWC and vice versa for the
sole purpose of delivering early-warning services;

To provide advisory warning information to NDWC and other participating national
warning centers;

To provide training to enhance capabilities of NDWC if required;

To cooperate with NDWC in any other necessary activities to enhance the over-ail
performance of the early warning system.

Role of the National Disaster Warning Center, Thailand (NDWC)

The NDWC serves as the National early warning center for the Kingdom of Thailand:
The NDWC serves as a focal point of Thailand for ADPC in coordination with other
Thai Government agencies in establishment of sea level observing and earthquake
monitoring stations in Thailand;

To utilize real-time monitoring data from all sea level observing and earthquake
monitoring stations of the ADPC regional network linked to NDWC;

To exchange real-time monitoring data from all sea-level observation and earthquake
monitoring stations with ADPC and vice versa for the sole purpose of delivering early-
warning services;

To act as a Center of Excellence for planning, coordinating, monitoring and supervising
all related agencies of the Thai Government in implementing disaster preparedness,
mitigation, and recovery services;

To coordinate and collaborate with Thai Government agencies to ensure upkeep and
maintenance of sea level observation and earthquake monitoring system on a sustained
basis;

To avail training for NDWC professionals from ADPC as required by NDW(;



h. To cooperate with ADPC in any other necessary activities to enhance the over-all
performance of the early warning system.

Article 4
Financial Obligations

Financial obligations if any shall be determined by the Parties through mutual consultation
and agreement on a case by case basis, in accordance with the regulations of each Party.

Article 5
Settlement of Differences

Any differences between the Parties concerning the interpretation and/or application of this
MOU shall be settled amicably through mutual agreement.

: Article 6
Entry into Force, Amendment and Termination

(1) This MOU shall enter into force on the date of its signature. It shall remain enforce until
terminated by either of the parties.

{2) This MOU may be amended by written agreement between the Parties hereto and shall
become effective upon written agreement of all Parties of such amendments.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned, being duly authorized thereto, have caused this
document to be executed in Thailand. )

Signed in two originals in the English Language on this day of September 6", 2005

For For

Asian Disaster Preparedness Center National Disaster Warning Center,
Thailand

Dr. Suvit Yodmani Dr. Plodprasop Suraswadi

Executive Director Vice Minister to the Ministry of Natural

Resources and Environment
Executive Director
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