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Joint Statement
On the Occasion of the Official Visit to Thailand by
H.E. Mr. Shaukat Aziz, Prime Minister of Pakistan

8-10 May 2005

Bangkok, Thailand

1. H.E. Mr. Shaukat Aziz, Prime Minister of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan,
paid an official visit to Thailand upon the invitation of H.E. Mr. Thaksin
Shidawatra, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Thailand, between 8-10 May 2005.
H.E. Mr. Aziz was accompanied by a high level delegation comprising Mr.
Sikandar Hayat Khan Bosan, Minister for Food and Agriculture, Mr. Jahangir
Khan Tareen, Minister for Industries and Production, Mr. -Awais Ahmed Khan
Leghari, Minister for Information Technology & Telecommunications, Mr.
Ghulam Sarwar Khan, Minister for Labour, Manpower and Overseas Pakistanis,
Mr. Babar Khan Ghauri, Minister for Ports and Shipping, Ch. Nouraiz Shakoor
Khan, Minister for Science and Technology, Dr. Syiad Ghazi Gulab Jamal,
Minister for Tourism, Ms. Hina Rabbani Khar, Minister of State for Economic
Affairs, Mr. Shahzad Waseem, Minister of State for Interior, Members of the
Parliament, other high ranking officials, leading businessmen and media.

2. During the visit, H.E. Mr. Aziz was graciously received in audience by His
Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej at Klat Kangwol Palace, Hua Hin District of
Petchburi Province.

3. On 9 May 2005, the two Prime Ministers met and held friendly and
constructive discussions on how to strengthen bilateral, regional and multilateral
cooperation. While expressing. satisfaction about the relations between Thailand
and Fukisian, ey agreed that ample room existed tor the expansion of bilateral
cooperation, notably in key arcas of trade, investment, finance, tourism, aviation,
culture, science, counter-terrorism, and technical cooperation.

4. On trade, both leaders agreed that the flow of trade between the two
countries should be increased. In this connection, they agreed that the Joint
Economic Commission should meet as soon as _possible in order to discuss the
possibility o f negotiating a bilateral free trade agrccment or other feasible trade
cooperation schemes. The JEC would, thereafter, report its findings and
recommendations to their respective governments for further deliberation.
Thailand expressed support for Pakistan’s interest in negotiating a FTA with
ASEAN.

5 Both sides agreed to work towards the conclusion of bilateral agreement on
the promotion and protection of investment within 2005.

6. Additionally, it was agreed that increased exchange of private sector visits
and trade missions should be encouraged to follow up and facilitate business
ventures. They concurred that cooperation should focus on potential areas of
mutual benefit such as ICT, construction, automobile parts, Thai food
establishments, food processing, fisheries, agriculture, and tourism.



7. In response to Pakistan’s request Thalland expressed its readiness to offer
capacity building assistance to help improve the competitiveness of Paklstan s
tourism sector. Apart from sharing its expertise in personnel training and
promotional campaigns, Thailand would render technical support to help preserve
and develop potential religious sites, particularly Taxila, a world renowned
Buddhist heritage and tourist attraction.

8. Both sides agreed in principle that an open sky policy would contribute to
increased people-to-people contacts and new economic opportunities. Both leaders
also agreed to consider increasing the number of direct flights between the two
countries as well as opening an additional route between both capitals. They; -
therefore, instructed their authorities to meet as soon as possible to discuss the
implementation of the said mandate, including a possible code-sharing scheme so
that the national carriers of both sides could share the benefits from the increased
aviation linkages.

9. Both sides welcomed the signing of the Protocol for the Cultural Exchange
Programme between Thailand and Pakistan for 2005-2009 as an 1mportant
bilateral achievement and agreed to add further value to the said framework in
future cultural endeavours.

10. Realizing the importance of heeding to humanitarian needs, both sides
agreed to accelerate the conclusion of the Agreement on the Transfer of Offenders
and Cooperation in the Enforcement of Penal Sentences. The concerned
authorities were entrusted to follow up and implement the said mandate as soon as
possible..

11.  In response to the rising global concern about terrorism and transnational.
crimes, both leaders emphasized the need for concerned authorities to work

closely in tackling the said issues within their respective countries and at the

international level by fully utilizing the existing Memorandum of Understanding

on Combating T errorism and Certain O ther Crimes, signed in April 2004, B oth

leaders encouraged the exchange of intelligence information as well as high level

visits between concerned authorities in order to intensify cooperation in combating

transnational crimes.

12. The Thai side briefed the Pakistant side about the latest situation in
-southern Thailand, including the work of the National Reconciliation Commission,
‘and remedial sneasures undertaken by the T hai G overnment. The Pakistani side

appreciated the Thai Government’s above-mentioned efforts.

13.  The Thai Government expressed appreciation for the offer made by the
Government of Pakistan to provide training to 25 Muslim teachers from southern
Thailand in Pakistan over a period of 3 years, as well as 50 scholarships at the post
- graduate level in Pakistan universities over a period of 5 years, which were to be
coordinated by their respective official channels.



14.  The two sides agreed that friendly exchanges of parliamentary delegations
should take place regularly to promote inter-parliamentary cooperation.

15.  Both sides exchanged views on recent developments involving the United
Nations reform. Pakistan welcomed the outcome of the Asian African Conference
in Jakarta whereupon it was generally felt that the next UN Secretary General
should come from Asia. Pakistan welcomed Thailand’s candidature which had
already been endorsed by ASEAN.

16.  Thailand welcomed Pakistan’s desire to acquire Full Dialogue Partnership
with ASEAN. Thailand is also gratified to note Pakistan’s interest to participate in
East Asia Summit in Kuvala Lumpur in December 2005. Thailand is supportive of
Pakistan’s proposal to sign a Joint Declaration on Cooperation in Combating
Terrorism with ASEAN. :

17.  The Thai side congratulated the Pakistani side for successfully hosting the
Fourth ACD Ministerial Meeting between 4-7 Aprl 2005. Both leaders had
fruitful discussions on d evelopment regarding the A sian B ond M arket, a greeing
that it would improve the financial infrastructure in Asia and enable Asian
countries to better utilize their financial resources to enhance further trade and
investment in the region. Both Prime Ministers were also pleased that the ACD
Meéting endorsed Thailand’s proposal to host the first ACD Summit which would
provide Asian leaders with an opportunity to chart their future course of action to
strengthen Asia and make Asia a bétter partner for other regions.

18.  During his stay, Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz inaugurated the Thai-Pakistan
Chamber of Commerce and addressed a Business Forum. The Prime Minister
would also address a ¥ oruin jointiy organised by Asian Institute ot T'echnology
(AIT) and Thammasart University on 10™ May, 2005.

[9. Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz extended an invitation to Prime Minister
Thaksin Shinawatra to visit Pakistan. The Prime Minister of Thailand accepted
the invitation with pleasure. The dates of the visit will be settled through
diplomatic channels. _ -

20. Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz expressed his sincere appreciation to the
Prime Minister, to the Government and people of Thailand for the warm
hospitality extended to the Pakistani delegation.

Done on 9 May 2005 in Bangkok.

Government of the Government of the
Kingdom of Thailand Islamic Republic of Pakistan
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