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JOINT COMMUNIQUE

THE SECOND MEETING
OF THE GOVERNOERS OF THE CAMBODIAN - THAI
BORDER PROVINCES
5 -6 JANUARY 2005
PHNOM PENH, CAMBODIA

1. The Second Meeting of the Governors of the Cambodian - Thai Border
Provinces was held on 5-6 January 2005 in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, at the
invitation of H.E. Mr. Sar Kheng and Samdech Norodom Sirivudh, Deputy
Prime Ministers and Co-Ministers of Interior of the Kingdom of Cambodia.

2. The Meeting was co-chaired by H.E. Mr. Sar Kheng-and Samdech
Norodom Sirivudh, Deputy Prime Ministers and Co-Ministers of Interior of the
Kingdom of Cambodia and leaders of the Cambodian delegation. The Thai
delegation was led by H.E. Dr. Bhokin Bhalakula, Minister of Interior of the
Kingdom of Thailand.

3. The Meeting reviewed extensively the implementation of the resolution:s
of the First Meeting of the Governors of the Thai - Cambodian Border
Provinces, held in Chonburi Province, the Kingdom of Thailand, on 5
November 1999. Both sides expressed satisfaction over the close and cordial
cooperation that has contributed to the promotion of bilateral relations between
the two countries.

4. Both sides expressed their firm support for the results of the Cambodian-
Thai Joint Cabinet Retreat held in Siem Reap Province, the Kingdom of
Cambodia, and Ubon Ratchathani Province, the Kingdom of Thailand, from 31
May - 1 June 2003.

5. Both sides agreed to cooperate closely for the effective implementation
of various cooperation programmes/plans of action of the Ayeyawady - Chao
Phraya - Mckong Economic Cooperation Strategy (ACMECS) signed on 12
November 2003 in Bagan, the Union of Myanmar.

6. The Meeting took note and welcomed the exchanges of visit of high-
ranking officials, working groups and their respective officials at all levels.
These visits made a considerable contribution to the promotion of close and
cordial cooperation between the two countries.



7. MANAGEMENT OF BORDER CROSSING

7.1 The Evaluation of the Pilot Project on Cross Border Management
at Poi Pet-Klong Luek International Point of Entry

The Meeting agreed to evaluate the implementation of the piiot
project at Poi Pet - Klong Luck International Point of Entry effective since 11
November 2003 by which the Cambodian citizen of Banteay Meanchey
Province with valid border passes are allowed to cross the border into Sa Kaeo
Province and travel to Prachin Buri Province of Thailand and by which the
Thai citizen of Sa Kaeo Province of Thailand with valid border pass are
aliowed to cross the border into Banteay Meanchey Province and travel to Siem
Reap Province of Cambodia.

7.2 The Use of Border Passes

7.2.1 Implementation of the Agreement on Border Crossing

The Meseting reiterated the need for strict implementation of
the Agreement between the Government of the Kingdom of Cambodia and the
Government. of the Kingdom of Thailand on Border Crossing between the Two
Countries signed on 21 June 1997, particularly the qualification of the border
pass applicants and validity of the border pass.

7.2.2 The Border Passes

With regard to the newly-introduced Cambodian border
passes (light blue and yellow covers), the Cambodian side informed that
necessary particulars in the new border passes were added. The original border
pass (blue cover) was discontinued. The Cambodian side will formally inform
these matters to the Thai side through diplomatic channels.

The Thai side informed the Meeting that it would continue to
use the present border pass (green cover) as authorized travelling document
with the addition of a few particulars, namely the 13-digit ID code and the
fingerprints of the bearers.

8. The Use of Border Passes in Specific Border Areas

8.1 The Use of Border Passes

Both sides agreed to task their competent authorities to coordinate
in determining effective measures to control the use of border passes in
compliance with the Agreement on Border Crossing between the Two
Countries signed on 21 June 1997. They also agreed that, to facilitate the
movement of citizens of both countries who are regular travellers/day trippers
in some specific areas i.e. Rong Glua Market, Aranyaprathet District, Sa Kaec,



Province, etc., both sides will work towards effective arrangements for this
purpose.
8.2 Facilitation of the Transportation of Goods at the Border

Both sides will find common, efficient procedures in order to
facilitate border crossing transportation operators. Both sides also agreed to
continue cooperation on this matter.

9. Transnational Crimes

The meeting agreed to cooperate on the prevention and suppression of
all illegal activities in the border areas, particularly those related to
transnational crimes including terrorism, illicit drugs trafficking, trafficking in
persons, acts of piracy, smuggling of movable cultural property and illegal
weapons, money laundering, international economic crimes and cyber-crimes.
In this connection, it was agreed as follows:

9.1 Both sides agreed to task their respective competent authorities to
strengthen their cooperation in exchanging of information,
monitoring and preventing acts of terrorism.

9.2 Both sides agreed to strengthen their cooperation according to the
Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of the
Kingdom of Cambodia and the Government of the Kingdom of
Thailand on Bilateral Cooperation for Eliminating Trafficking in
Children and Women and Assisting Victims of Trafficking dated 31
May 2003.

9.3 Both sides agreed to promote cooperation in combating acts of
piracy. In this regard, provincial authorities were tasked 10
cooperate in translating various agreed upon measures into effective
practice.

9.4 Both sides agreed to task their provincial authorities to strengthen
their cooperation with regard to the prevention and suppression of

the smuggling of illegal weapons.

9.5 The Meeting expressed concermn over the emergence of the
transnational crimes in the border areas, particularly money
laundering. It was therefore agreed that both sides will render full
cooperation in monitoring and eliminating these problems.

9.6 Both sides agreed to cooperate closely in combating against the
cross-border smuggling of movable cultural property.

[¥3)



9.7 Both sides agreed to cooperate in combating the unlawful
application of information and communication technologies for the
mutual benefit of the two countries.

9.8 The Thai side welcomed Cambodian's decision to include
"Ketamine HCL" as a psychotropic substance in order to prevent the:
smuggling and its abuse as narcotic drugs. Both sides agreed to
intensify cooperation on the prevention and suppression of drugs
trafficking in the border areas.

10. Local Coordination Mechanisms

Both sides agreed to establish channels of communication between the
two authorities at various levels with a view to enhancing effectiveness of their
bilateral cooperation. In this regard, both sides exchanged lists of competent
authorities and telephone numbers for future contact.

11. Implementation of the Joint Cabinet Retreat's Resolution

11.1 New International Points of Entry

The Meeting welcomed the upgrading and the opening of three
International Points of Entry between Cambodia and Thailand effective from
11 November 2003. These International Points of Entry are: (1) Chorm, Oddor
Meanchey Province - Sa Ngam, Si Sa Ket Province; (2) Prom, Pailin City - Ban
Pak Kard, Chanthaburi Province, and; (3) Duang, Battambang Province - Ban
Laem, Chanthaburi Province.

11.2  Extension of Opening Hours at the International Points of Entry

The Meeting took note and welcomed the results of the extension
of opening hours at the following International Points of Entry:

(1) Cham Yeam, Mundul Seima District, Koh Kong Province -
Hat Lek, Khlong Yai District, Trat Province from 0700 - 1700 hours to 0700 -
2000 hours;

(2) Poi Pet, O'Chrouv District, Banteay Meanchey Province - Ban
Klong Luek, Aranyaprathet District, Sa Kaeo Province from 0730 - 1700 hours
to 0700 - 2000 hours;

(3) O'Smach, Samrong District, Oddor Meanchey Province -
Chong Chom, Kab Choeng District, Surin Province from 0700 - 1700 hours to
0700 — 2000 hours.



12. Implementation of the ACMECS Projects

12.1  Scope of the Agreed Border Areas for Group Tourists

The Meeting took note that there is a possibility to extend the
scope of agreed border areas for Cambodian tourist groups with valid border
passes to enter Thailand at the point of entry at Baan Hat Lek to travel to Trat.
Chanthaburi and Chonburi Provinces. Likewise, Thai tourist groups with valid
border passes can enter Cambodia at the point of entry at Cham Yeam to travel
in Koh Kong, Kampot Provinces and Kep, Sihanoukville Municipalities in
Cambodia. The implementation of this matter, however, is subject to the result
of the evaluation of the pilot project on the cross border management at Poi
Pet-Klong Luek International Point of Entry, and shall be subject to approval
from both governments. Both sides also agreed that, should the implementation
of this matter take place, they will jointly consider appropriate measures for
effective control and management of border crossing of the citizens of both
countries.

12.2 Sister Cities

In order to promote mutual understanding and closer contact at
people-to-people level, both sides will work towards the establishment of
"Sister Cities" according to the ACMECS Plan of Action, namely: Siem Reap-
Si Sa Ket, Oddor Meanchey - Surin, Banteay Meanchey - Sa Kaeo, Pailin City-
Chanthaburi and Koh Kong - Trat. In this regard, both sides shall encourage
their competent authorities to take necessary action, in compliance with
respective principles and guidelines, to lead to the signing of agreements on the
establishment of the sister city relations between both sides.

13. The Third Meeting of the Governors of the Thai - Cambodian
Border Provinces

The Thai side agreed to host the Third Meeting of the Governors of the
Thai-Cambodian Border Provinces in 2005. The venue and date of the Meeting
shall be communicated through diplomatic channels.

The Thai delegation expressed its gratitude to the Cambodian delegation
for the warm welcome and hospitality accorded during the visit as well as for
the fine arrangements made by the Cambodian side for this Meeting.

The Cambodian delegation extended their thanks to the Thai delegation
for the friendly cooperation that made this Meeting successful and achieved its
goal of ths promotion of friendship and cooperation between the border
provinces of the two countries.

Phnom Penh, the Kingdom of Cambodia, on 6 January 2005.



PRESS RELEASF,

for the 2™ Meeting of the Governors

of Cambodian-Thai Border Provinces
Phrnom Penh, Cambodia
06 January 2005

1- On 5-6 January 2005, H.E.Dr.Bhokin Bhalakula, Minister of Interior of the
Kingdom of Thailand accompanied by high ranking officials paid an official
visit to the Kingdom of Cambodia, at the invitation of H.E.Mr. Sar Kheng and
Samdech Norodom Sirivudh, Deputy Prime Ministers and Co-Ministers of
Interior of the Kingdom of Cambedia. The three Ministers chaired the 2%
Meeting of the Governors of Cambodian-Thai Border Provinces held in Phnom
Penh, Cambodia.

2- The visit of H.E.Dr.Bhokin Bhalakula, Minister of Interior of the Kingdom of
Thailand and the high ranking officials to the Kingdom of Cambodia marked
the close and warm relationship between the two Governments and peoples,
Ministries of Interior of the two countries, the close and cordial cooperation
between local authorities. The Co-Ministers of Interior of the Kingdom of
Cambodia and the Minister of Interior of the Kingdom of Thailand expressed
their sincere determination to further strengthen the existing close cooperation
and friendlv relations between the two countries.

3- Both sides extensively discussed various issues of cooperation in a friendly
atmosphere with a view to strengthening cooperation in the border areas of both
countries. Both sides expressed their firm commitment for the effective
management of border créssing In order to promote coopefation on the
prevention and suppression of all illegal activities in the border areas, especially
those related to transmational crimes including terrorism, drugs trafficking,
trafficking in persons, acts of piracy, smuggling of movable cuitural property
and illegal weapons, money laundering, international economic crimes. cyber

crimes and others.
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4- Regarding the pilot project on border crossing management at the Poi Pet-Ban
Klong Luek International Point of Entry, by which the Cambodian citizen of
Banteay Meanchey Province with valid border passes are allowed to cross the
border into Sa Kaeo province and travel to Prachin Buri Province and by which
the Thai citizen of Sa Kaeo Province of Thailand with valid border passes are
allowed to cross the border in to Banteay Meanchey Province and travel to
Siem Reap Province of Cambodia, both sides agreed to evaluate such
implementation and will explore the possibility to extend it to other border
areas.

5- In order to facilitate border crossing transportation operations, both sides will
find common and efficient procedures to promote efficient border crossing
transportation. i

6- Both sides agreed to establish channels of communication between them at
various levels with a view to enhancing the effectiveness of bilateral
ccoperation.

7- Both sides highly valued the benefits of exchanges of visit between the
Ministries of Interior of both countries as well as the Meeting of the Governors

Ard

of Border Provinces. In this regard, the Thai side agreed to host the 3™ Meeting

of the Governors of Cambodian-Thai Border Provinces in 2005.

Done in Phnom Penh, 6 January 2003
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Name list of Cambodian Delegation to the 2" Meeting

of the Governors of Cambodian-Thai Border Provinces

1- H.E. Sar Kheng, Deputy Prime Minister, Co-Minster of Interior,
2- Samdech Norodom Sirivuth, Deputy Prime Minister, Co-Minister of Interior,
3- H.E. Prum Sokha, Secretary of State of Ministry of Interior,
4- HE. Khan Savoeun, Secretary of State of Ministry of Interior,
5- HE. Geperal Hok Lung Dy, General Commissioner of National Police, Ministn; of
Interior,
6- H.E. Ung Sean, Ambassador of the Kingdom of Cambodia to the Kingdom of Thailand
7- H.E. Var Kimhong, Chairman of National Committee in charge of Border Affairs,
8- H.E. Sieng Lapres, Dunder Secretary of State of Ministry of Intericr,
9- H.E. Chheuy Roeun, Deputy Secretary General of Royal Government of Cambodia,
10-H.E. Sak Setha, Director General of Administration, Ministry of Interior,
11-Lieutenant General Khiev Sopheak, Secretary General of General Secretariat of Ministry
of Interior, '
12-Lieutenant General Neth Savoeun, Deputy General Commissioner of National Police,
Ministry of Interior,
13-Lieutenant General Chhuom Socheat, Commander of Berder Affairs Department, of
RCAF,
14-Lieutenant General. Chan Ean, Director of Land Border Department of General
Commissariat of National Police, Ministry of Interior,
15-Major General Meach Sophanna, Chief of Secretariat of General Commissariat of
National Police, Ministry of Interior, A
16- H.E. Kep Chuptema, Governor of Phnom Penh Municipality,
17-H.E Yuth Phuthong, Governor of Koh Kong Province,
18-H.E Ung Samy, Governor of Pursat Province,
.19-H.E Prach Chan, Governor of BattambangProvince,
20-H.E Sim Son, Governor of Siem Reap Province
21-H.E Heng 'Chantha, Governor of Banteay Mean Chey Province,
22-H.E Lay Virak, Governor of Odar Mean Chey Province,



23-H.E Preab Tann, Governor of Preah Vihea Province,

24-H.E ¥ Chhien, Governor of Pailin Municipality,

25-H.E Say Hak, Governor of Sihanouk Ville,

26-Mr, Hem Sa Em, Director of 1st Asean Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
International Cooperation,

27-Brigadier General Keat Chantharith, Director of Foreigner Department of General
Comumissariat of National Police, Ministry of Interior,

28- Brigadier General Nuon Bophal, Police Commissioner of Siem Reap Province

29-Brigadier General Sok Sareth, Police Commissioner of Banteay Mean Chey Province,

30- Brigadier General Doung Saroeun, Police Commissioner of Sthanouk Ville,

31-Colonel Hou Sakun, 1% Deputy Director of Water Border Department of General
Comunissariat of National Police, Ministry of Interior,

32-Colonel Porthe Rith, Police Commissioner of Battambang Prowince,

33- Colonel Kong Sophara, Police Commissioner of Pursat Province,

34- Colonel Chea San, Police Commissioner of Preah Vihea Province,

35- Colonel Ath Khem, Police Commissioner of Odar Mean Chey Province,

36- Colonel Em Simyun, Police Commissioner of Koh Kong Province,

37- Colonel Lay Chanchay, Police Commissioner of Pailin Municipality.
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