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PROTOCOL ON THE ACCESSION OF
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF SINGAPORE
TO THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA
AND
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE KINGDOM OF THAILAND
ON
ACCELERATED TARIFF ELIMINATION
UNDER THE EARLY HARVEST PROGRAMME OF
THE FRAMEWORK AGREEMENT ON COMPREHENSIVE
ECONOMIC COOPERATION BETWEEN ASEAN AND CHINA

WHEREAS the Governments of the Pecople’s Republic of China, the Republic of
Singapore and the Kingdom of Thailand are pariies tc the Framework Agreement
on Comprehensive Economic Cooperation between ASEAN and China signed in
Phnom Penh, Cambedia, on the 4™ day of November 2002 (hereinafter referred
to as “the Framework Agreement”);

WHEREAS Article 8 {3} (b) (i) (2) of the Framework Agreement, as amended,
provides that one or more ASEAN Member States may also conduct negotiations
and enter into a bilateral or piurilateral acceleration arrangement with China to
scceierate their taniyt reduction and/or elimination under this Article,

WHEREAS the Government of the People’s Republic of China and the
Government of the Kingdom of Thailand had on the 18" day of June 2003,
concluded the Agreement on Accelerated Tariff Elimination under the Early
Harvest Programme (hereinafter referred to as “the Agreement’ and set out in
APPENDIX 1 of this Protocol) of the Framework Agreement which was
implemented as of the 1% day of October 2003; and

WHEREAS Articie 8 (3) (b) (i) (4) of the Framework Agreement, as armended,
provides that any individual ASEAN Member State shall be permitted to aczede
to any arrangement concluded pursuant to subparagraph 2 of Article 6 (3) (b) (i)
of the Framework Agreement, provided that it undertakes tc be fully bound by the
entire package of commitments under such arrangement with respect to product
coverage, tariff schedule, and implementation timeframe, as prescribed by such
arrangement, and for newer ASEAN Member States, special and differential
treatment and flexibility on the implementation timeframe shail be previded,

NOW THEREFORE, the Governments of the People’s Repubiic of China, the
Republic of Singapore and the Kingdem of Thailand (collectively referred to as
the “Parties”) hereby agree as follows:

1. The Government of the Republic of Singapore is hereby permitted by the
Government of the People’'s Republic of China and the Government of the
Kingdom of Thailand to accede to the Agresmenit.



2. The Government of the Republic of Singapore shall, upon the entry into
force of this Protocol, be bound by the entire package of commitments under the
Agreement with respect to product coverage, tariff scheduies and implementation
timeframes as prescribed by the Agreement and shall eliminate tariffs on all
vegetables and fruit products with respect to China and Thailand subject to HS
Chapters 07 and 08 under the Early Harvest Programme of the Framework
Agreement,

3. The Parties shall apply the Rules of Origin as set out in Annex 1 of the
Agreement until it is superseded and replaced by the Ruies of Origin to be
negotiated and implemented under Article 3(8)(b) of the Framework Agreement,
4 This Protocol shalil enter into force for the Parties and be implemented on
the 1* day of January 2005,

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned, being duly authorised thereto by their
respective Governments, have signed this Protocol.

DONE at , this day of 2004 in triplicate
copies in the English language. -

For the Government of the People's Republic of China

Mr. Bo Xilai
Minister of Commerce

For the Government of the Kingdom of Thailand

Mr Wattana Musangsook
Minister of Commerce

For the Government of the Republic of Singapere

..

B.G. (NS) Goeorge Yong-Boon Yeo
Minister of Trade and Industry
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