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PROTOCOL TO THE BAGAN DECLARATION
ON THE ADMISSION OF
THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM
TO THE AYEYAWADY-CHAO PHRAYA-MEKONG
ECONOMIC COOPERATION STRATEGY (ACMECS)

WHEREAS the Heads of Government of the Kingdom of
Cambodia, the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, the Union of
Myanmar, and the Kingdom of Thailand signed the Bagan
Declaration on 12 November 2003 to formally establish the
Ayeyawady - Chao Phraya - Mekong Economic Cooperation
Strategy (ACMECS);

WHEREAS the Socialist Republic of Vietnam has expressed its
destre to become a Member State of ACMECS;

WHEREAS the Socialist Republic of Vietnam has agreed to
subscribe to the aims, principles and purposes of ACMECS and
accept all the undertakings contained therein; :

WHEREAS all Member States of ACMECS have expressed
their unanimous agreement to admit the Socialist Republic of
Vietnam and have invited Vietnam to participate as a full
member in ACMECS activities since 10 May 2004;

NOW THEREFORE, the Governments of the Kingdom of
Cambodia, the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, the Union of
Myanmar and the "Kingdom of Thailand hereby formally
welcome the Socialist Republic of Vietnam into the grouping,



DONE at Krabi, Thailand, on the Second Day of November in
the Year Two Thousand and Four.

For the Kingdom of For the Lao People’s
Cambodia Democratic Republic

L
(Hor Namhong) (Somsavét Lengsavad)
Deputy Prime Minister and Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs Minister of Foreign Affairs
- and International
Cooperation

For the (Wyanmar For the Kingdom of Thailand

i V
(U Kyaw Thu) (Surakiart Sathirathai)
Deputy Minister for Foreign Minister of Foreign Affairs
Affairs |

For the Socialist Republic of
Vietnam

(Le Cong Phung) -
Permanent Vice Minister of
Foreign Affairs



Ayeyawady-Chao Phraya-Mekong Economic Cooperation Strategy

ACMECS MINISTERIAL RETREAT
2 November 2004, Krabi, Thailand

JOINT STATEMENT

The 1¥* ACMECS Ministerial Retreat was held in Krabi, Thailand, on 2 November 2004.

The delegations to the meeting were led by H.E. Mr. Hor Namhong, Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation of the Kingdom of Cambodia,
H.E. Mr. Somsavat Lengsavad, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign A ffairs of the
Lao People’s Democratic Republic, H.E. U Kyaw Thu, Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs
of the Union of Myanmar, H.E. Dr. Surakiart Sathirathai, Minister of F oreign Affairs of the
Kingdom of Thailand, and H.E. Mr. Le Cong Phung, Permanent Vice Minister of Foreign
Affairs of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam.

Ministers also met in an Open Session with representatives of Development Partners from
Australia, France, Germany, Japan, New Zealand and the Asian Development Bank (ADB).

The Ministers endorsed the Report of the Senior Officials’ Meeting (SOM), which was held
in Yangon, Myanmar, on 19 August 2004.

At the conclusion of their Retreat, the Ministers issued the following statement:

We warmly welcome the accession of Vietnam to ACMECS and the participation of its
Minister in an ACMECS meeting for the first time. We signed the Protocol to the Bagan
Declaration on the Admission of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam to the Ayeyawady — Chao
Phraya - Mekong Economic Cooperation Strategy (ACMECS).

We renew our commitment to the goals of the Bagan Declaration to promote socio-economic
development in the sub-region and to create an enabling environment for mutually beneficial
cooperation among member countries.

We agree to task SOM and the Coordinating Country of each Sectoral Working Group to
ensure that the work of ACMECS and regional triangular cooperation frameworks supplement
and complement one another. ACMECS should serve to fill in the missing links in other
frameworks, and vice versa. We urge that senior officials of ACMECS and other fora inform
one another of their respective work.

To expedite progress in the five priority areas of cooperation identified in the Bagan
Declaration, we agree to establish a working group for each sector of cooperation. Each
member country has volunteered to serve as Coordinating Country for the sector in which it
takes particular interest, as follows:

Trade and Investment Facilitation - Thailand;

Agricultural and Industrial Cooperation - Myanmar;

Transport Linkages - Lao PDR;

Tourism Cooperation - Cambodia;

Human Resources Development - Vietnam.

We take note of the Terms of Reference for Sectoral Working Group Coordinating Countries
under ACMECS, as prepared by the SOM, and encourage its use as a guideline to pursue



further progress in the five sectors of cooperation. We agree that the Working Groups should
meet regularly to monitor and follow up on ACMECS activities.

We appreciate the report on progress and status of ACMECS projects, and instruct SOM to
meet every six months and update us regularly to ensure that our cooperation remains on track
as mandated by Leaders. We encourage SOM to arrange a meeting with development partners
within the next six months to follow up on our work.

We urge expeditious progress in tourism cooperation, including through the study of the
development of an ACMECS Single Visa Scheme to facilitate travel within the ACMECS
region,

We encourage the participation of the private sector in all areas of cooperation, particularly
those that are ready for early implementation. The ACMECS Business Council can serve as a
joint mechanism for the ACMECS member countries in this regard.

We also welcome the interest of the Development Partners in forging partnership with
ACMECS on sub-regional development. We appreciate the expressions of support and
goodwill by Development Partners for the goals and objectives of ACMECS, both in principle
and practice.

e In this regard, we welcome the collaboration between Thailand, Laos and Japan in
the development of the Savannakhet / Mukdaharn area, in particular to explore the
possible shared use of Savannakhet Airport in the future. In this regard, we welcome
that Japan will, at the request of Thailand and Laos, conduct a study on Savannakhet
Airport, and that the three countries will establish a joint working committee to ensure
coherence between the study and the discussions between Thailand and Laos on this
matter.

*  We are encouraged that France welcomed the ACMECS initiative for regional
development and increased integration, expressed its support for ownership of the
ACMECS process by the member countries themselves, and indicated its readiness to
consider financing projects advanced by ACMECS.

* We welcome the ongoing efforts between the governments of Germany and Thailand
to strengthen joint development cooperation with third countries, in particular the
imminent signing of a Memorandum of Understanding in this regard.

We also look forward to inviting other interested Development Partners to participate in
ACMECS activities.

We welcome the Thai Cabinet’s approval of one hundred million baht (2.5 million US
dollars) for non-infrastructure projects from its national budget to support ACMECS common
and Thai bilateral ACMECS activities identified as priority projects for 2004-2005. We are
encouraged that Thailand is exploring the possibility of earmarking an amount of 10 billion
baht (approximately 250 million US dollars) for development cooperation with neighbouring
countries over a period of five years, from which amount approximately 4,000 million baht

(100 million US dollars) have been approved for cooperative projects with neighbouring
countries.

We agree to create a website to facilitate coordination of projects and provide a channel for
public communication and outreach on the work of ACMECS, and requested Thailand to
carry out this initiative.



We égree to hold the next ACMECS Ministerial Meeting in Cambodia in 2005, and the
second ACMECS Summit in Thailand in mid-December 2005.




ACMECS Special SOM
Open Session with Development Partners

Monday 1 November 2004, Krabi, Thailand

ACMECS Projects

The Ayeyawady — Chao Phraya — Mekong Economic Cooperation Strategy (ACMECS),
which comprises Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar, Thailand and Vietnam, aims to reduce the
economic gaps and promote economic prosperity among its member countries through
practical projects that make tangible contributions to the well-being of the peoples of the sub-
region.

The ACMECS Projects focus on five strategic areas of cooperation:
Trade and Investment Facilitation

Agricultural and Industrial Cooperation
Transportation Linkages

Tourism

Human Resource Development

At the Bagan Summit in November 2003, ACMECS member countries identified 42 common
projects and 224 bilateral projects. Several of these projects were already underway at the
time and were included under ACMECS in order to provide a comprehensive picture,
facilitate coordination, and enhance efficiency in the allocation of resources. The projects
under implementation have been receiving support from within ACMECS in the form of
loans, grants and technical assistance,

ACMECS projects also include those that have potential but have yet to be implemented.
Such projects would benefit from the expertise and resources of development partners. Below
is a list and brief description of some ACMECS projects that development partners may wish
to consider:

I Establishment of Wholesale Market and Distribution Center in Cambodia, Laoc PDR
and Myanmar Project
Il Building Geographical Information System Linkage for ACMECS Industrial
Development
Il Exploration of Market Opportunities for Key Agricultural Products
IV.  Training on Enhancing the Competitiveness of the Industrial Development Planning
Process of ACMECS countries
V. Human Resource Development to support Koh-Kong Industrial Estate
VL. Establishment of Knowledge Base on International Standards for Industrial
Manufacturers in Neighbouring Countries under ACMECS
VIL.  Transfer of Technology and Technical Know-how of Industry
VI  The Renovation of Savannakhet Airport and economic development in Savannakhet
Area
IX.  The Construction of railway line linkage of Nong Khai - Tha Na Laeng — Vientiane
X.  Fruit Tree Development Center Project in the northern provinces of Cambodia
XL Savannakhet Technical School Development Project
XII.  Study on Promotion of Para Rubber-based Industrial Cooperation between Thailand
and Cambodia
XII.  The Feasibility Study of the cross country movement of tourist cars among the Five
ACMECS Countries



XIV.

XV.

XVL

XVIL

XVIIIL

XIX.

XX.

XXL

XXIL
XXITIL.

XXV.
XXVL

The Feasibility Study of Road Links which will connect Yangon — Meikhtila —
Tarlay - Kenglap in Myanmar with Kengkok — Louangnamtha — Oudomxay -
Deptechong in Lao PDR and Tay Trang - Hanoi in Vietnam

The Set Up of the Training Center for Waterway Navigation Skills for the Five
ACMECS Countries

Establishment of one stop service on trade and tourism in CLMT countries at the
border areas.

Conduct a feasibility study on cooperation in agriculture, particularly cash crops
such as soybean, maize, coffee, beans, and livestock

Establishment of a mechanism to facilitate the transfer of standardized production
technology

Conduct a feasibility study on, among others, upgrading of the existing airports of
the CLMT countries

Encouragement of air linkages between existing airports in major cities and smaller
towns in CLMT to strengthen air linkage for expansion of tourism cooperation
Feasibility study of additional routes and corridors that will encourage economic
activities among CLMT countries and nearby economies such as China, India and
Vietnam

Development of road linkages under Asian Highway projects

Pursue feasibility studies of clusters of common tour packages both in the categories
of eco-tourism and cultural/historical tourism such as: Bagan-Sukhothai-Siem Reap-
Champasak

Improving air linkages between existing airports between the two countries
(Vientiane-Pakse- Siem Reap-Phnom Penh)

Feasibility study on air linkages between Siem Reap and Bagan.

Feasibility study on rehabilitation of NR78 from Banlung (Ratanakiri) to O Pong
Moan (Stung Treng)'

' Detail proposals of project VIII, IX, and XIII-XX VI will be submitted after this meeting.



