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Chiangmai Ministerial Declaration

on Managing Water Resources in Southeast Asia

We, the Ministers responsible for water resources from Brunei Darussalam,
Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore,
Thailand and Viet Nam gathered in Chiang Mai, Thailand, on 21% November 2003 for
the 1*" Ministerial Meeting on Managing Water Resources,

CONCERNED with the problems of food security and inadequate access to safe and
affordable drinking water and sanitation facilities for all and especially for the poor
and the degradation of environment in catchments including freshwater and coastal
waters with corresponding loss of biodiversity and natural resource productivities:

NOTING the increase in demand and competition for water among various users often
to the disadvantage of the poor and vulnerable people;

ALSO NOTING the increasing risks of flood and drought incidents resulting from
human interventions, climate variability and climate change;

FURTHER NOTING inefficient governance in water resources and inadequate
coordination among and between management institutions, water users, economic
sectors, academic and research institutions and other stakeholders;

DO HEREBY DECLARE our determination to strengthen water resources
management and enhance our regional cooperation in the field of water resources
management and to this end adopt the following guidelines;

Guidelines

- Implementation of the Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM) by
using the river basin approach including conjunctive use of surface and
ground water as a starting point;

- Promotion of the national policy towards increasing investment levels in
achieving the Millennium Development Goal (MDG) and the World Food
Summit Goals in relation to effective water management;

- Encouragement of legal frameworks/guidelines for water allocation
supported by good governance,



- Enhancement of the efficiency, equity and productivity of water uses in the
agriculture, urban, industrial and other sectors;

- Encouraging the involvement of users and other stakeholders in decision-
making process with emphasis on the gender roles, selected good traditional
management and opportunities through the establishment and strengthening
of the River Basin Organization;

- Strengthening  close  regional cooperation among meteorologists,
hydrologists and water managers in coping with climate variability and

climate change, floods and droughts; and

- Organizing biannual regional water forums to educate and exchange
information between water resources managers, and other stakeholders.

Take note the Declaration of the 1* Southeast Asia Water Forum as annexed.
We express our deepest gratitude to the people and government of Thailand for their
generous hospitality and excellence arrangements made for the Ministerial Meeting on

Managing Water Resources in Southeast Asia.

Adopted by unanimous acclamation on this 21* day of November 2003, Chiang Mau,
Thailand.
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FIRST SOUTHEAST ASIA WATER FORUM

FORUM DECLARATION

The Forum recognizes the need to integrate the management of water sectors and issues
including water supply, sanitation, floods and droughts, degradation of the environment,
food security, livelihoods of the poor, and that increasing variability is due to human
intervention and changes in climate.

The Forum, comprising stakeholders from all sectors, recognizes the strength of the
ASEAN framework as a driver for development and respectfully recommends to
representatives of ASEAN countries that the action be taken to further improve and
advance better practices for water management in the region.

Recalling the commitments of the Millennium Declaration and the
Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, including the goal to develop plans for
Integrated Water Resources Management by 2005, the 3" World Water Forum,
we, the participants to the 1 Southeast Asia Water Forum, recommend the
following practical actions:

I.

To ensure participation of all stakeholders to:

Link the management of ecosystems at all scales, from the river to coastal
ecosystems and from the local to the basin level

Establish and apply the ecosystem approach to IWRM

Setup and strengthen stakeholder forums and River Basin Organizations for
dialogue, conflict resolution and collaborative management

Establish flow regimes that ensure the maintenance of biodiversity and
ecological and economic productivity of the basin in a sustainable and
equitable manner

Ensure development decisions reflect the concerns of all, with consideration
to poverty and gender issues.

Develop legal and policy frameworks and heighten awareness of existing
frameworks to promote regional collaboration, through:

Forging appropriate links between national and regional river basin
organizations, and community organizations to improve coordination and
collaborative development of knowledge and know-how

Forging appropriate links between water issues such as water supply and
sanitation;

Setting up the legal system for water-related disaster management

Apply economic, social and cultural valuation and implement appropriate
financial incentives to:

Foster proper economic, social and cultural valuation of natural and
environmental resources to restore degraded and depleted resources and
establish environmental fund



Ensure equitable delivery of water supply and sanitation services, especially
to the poor, maintain ecosystem services and the functionality of water
infrastructure.

4. Build and strengthen capacity

By promoting formal and informal education, raising awareness, and resource
mobilization and resource sharing about IWRM for decision-makers,
professionals, communities and NGOs in necessary social and natural sciences
and know-how

Institutionalizing mechanisms to exchange lessons learnt, local experiences,
successful approaches, appropriate technologies and use of media in
disseminating success stories on integrated river basin management, at all
levels

Specific Recommendations

Establish an ASEAN Senior Officials on Water (ASOW)

Start a process of consultation to put IWRM into practice by 2005

Enhance water safety, which is part of IWRM, and encourage cooperation
between governmental, non-governmental and private sector activities, aimed
at mitigating the negative effects of floods and droughts, including
participation in the newly established International Flood Network and
Network of Asian River Basin Organization

Continue efforts for regional coordination and cooperation on shared river
basins, including the establishment of regional and country hubs to promote
IWRM

International and regional organizations should support a Southeast Asian
benchmarking programme, to improve performance of IWRM

Identify ways to improve and transform large rice irrigation systems for
participatory and decentralized management
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Summary of the Discussion on Water Resources Management in
Nam Kok and Mae Sai River Basins

On 22 November 2003 at 09:00 a.m. at the Imperial Mae Ping Hotel,
Chiang Mai, Thailand, the Meeting was held between Myanmar and
Thailand.The composition of the delegates is as follows:

Myanmar
1. H.E. U Ohn Myint

Deputy Minister

Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation
2. U Zaw Win

Director

Irrigation Department

Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation
3. U Hla Baw

Deputy Director

Irrigation Department

Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation

Thailand
1. H.E. Prapat Panyachatraksa
Minister
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment
2. Mr.Surachai Sasisuwan
Director General
Department of Water Resources
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment
3. Mr.Virat Khao-Uppatum
Deputy Director General
Department of Water Resources
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment
4. Mr. Sompon Sukhotu
Deputy Director General
Department of Water Resources
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment
5. Mr.San Kemprasit
Chief Engineer
Department of Water Resources
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment
6. Ms. Sukontha Aekaraj
Director of Foreign Relations and International Cooperation Branch
Department of Water Resources
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment



The discussed and agreed points of the Meeting are as follows:

1. Cooperation between the two countries was agreed in developing
water resources management in Nam Kok and Mae Sai river basins for
mutual benefit in sharing water resources between the two countries. In
doing so, it was agreed to establish a Joint Working Committee on Water
Resources Management between Myanmar and Thailand and to include
the three components which are technical, administrative and financial
aspects of the cooperation.

2. Each country will inform one another, a namelist of the Joint
Working Committee for further actions.

3. The Joint Working Committee is to carry out upto feasibility study
status including the above mentioned aspects, focusing on Myanmar
side’s proposed Dam Projects on Nam Kok river and Mae Sai river well
inside Myanmar territory.

4. In the meantime, if necessary, to correspond to each other Ministry
for furthering mutual understanding.
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